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Introduction
Differences among the intergenerational transmission of education
between parents of differing income levels and their children
contributes to rising inequalities in education levels and poverty
status. This presentation examines the role that intergenerational
transmission of education plays on the potential educational
attainment and potential poverty status of children in relation to
their parents. Access to high quality education has been recognized
as a possible method of breaking the cycle of poverty among families.

Current Statistics
In 2018, some 9 percent of children under the age of 18 lived in
households where no parent had completed high school. Highschool
diploma or less are most at risk of being in poverty.

Prior Studies
Prior research has examined parental education levels on children in
various household settings: such as two parent households, single
mothers, and adopted children. Most sources find that, while other
factors play a role, the education of a parent or guardian does have
some effect on children’s educational attainment level and potential
poverty status.
There are many studies that have looked at this issue and give unique
perspectives regarding intergenerational education affects.
.

The intergenerational transmission of education:
Evidence from Taiwanese adoptions (Tsou et al. 2012).

This study finds that each additional year of father’s/mother’s
education is associated with 0.19/0.15 additional years of child’s
schooling. They also find evidence that adoptive father’s education is
more important for sons’ and adoptive mother’s education is more
important for daughters’ educational attainment.

Results
Multiple sources agree that education of parents affects their
children’s education in some way.
Parents of lower educational attainment translates to lower
educational attainment for their children, which makes those
children much more likely to be in poverty over their lifetime. To
combat these issues, a possible solution is to implement ongoing
education programs for parents in poverty to help with increasing
educational attainment of those parents.
• Education offers some of the best policy options available for
tackling long-term poverty, and is one of the single best means of
preventing the transmission of intergenerational poverty.
• Children from chronically poor backgrounds are typically the
hardest to reach and teach.
Successful ongoing education programs can be a way to help reach
parents and children trapped in the cycle of poverty and can
greatly improve the lives of chronically poor children. These programs
represent one options to help educate parents and could result in
more educated children in the future to reduce poverty.

Conclusion
The below graph looks at those young adults with a high school
diploma or less and their school/work situation.

The Causal Effect of Parents' Schooling on Children's
Schooling: A Comparison of Estimation Methods (JEL I21, J13)
This study finds similar results that find the estimate is 0.23 for fathers'
education and 0.28 for mothers' education. When we control for spouse's
education, the estimates fall to 0.15 for fathers and 0.19 for mothers.

Each of these studies account for limitations within their data and attempt
to limit the outside factors that could also affect children’s education.

Parent’s education plays a role in the educational attainment and
future poverty status of those children. While other factors play a
role, education remains a significant factor in determining a child’s
future attainment. Parents with low levels of education result in
children with low education, which leads to higher levels of poverty
for those children in the future. Ongoing educational programs
represent a solution to help parents and their children.
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