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99%
of TRiO participants are in 
academic good standing 

at the end of the year.

SERIOUS ABOUT SUCCESS

95% 97% 57%
of freshman TRiO 

participants return for 
their second year. 

of all TRiO participants 
return for the following 

academic year. 

of TRiO participants 
graduate in four years, 

while 76% graduate 
in five years, and 81% 

graduate within six years. 

TRiO Achievers is an academic support program designed 

to increase the academic performance, retention rates, 

and graduation rates of program participants. TRiO 

promotes academic excellence and gives participants the 

necessary tools to get the most of their undergraduate 

education, to graduate, and to seek employment and/or 

attend graduate or professional school after completion of 

their bachelor degree. 

The mission of the TRiO Achievers program is to 

encourage, enable and empower participants to develop 

their full potential as students and to graduate. The 

Winthrop program, first funded in 2005, is one of more 

than 1,000 TRiO programs across the country. 

The academic success of TRiO participants is shown through retention and graduation rates, and the overall success of 
TRiO participants. We know that TRiO students do extremely well:

Winthrop students who have a demonstrated need for academic support 
and meet one or more of the following requirements may be eligible:

Have parents who have not earned a bachelor’s degree 

Meet specific Federal income requirements, or 

Have a documented disability (as defined by the ADA). 

All students must be citizens or a permanent resident of the US and be 
currently enrolled or accepted for the next academic semester. 

THE PROGRAM 

TRIO ELIGIBILITY



WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY: 

Without TRiO, I feel like I probably would have dropped out…who 
knows where I would have been. The Leadership Council has given 
me a sense of community with other TRiO students.

803/323-4797 
trio@winthrop.edu 
winthrop.edu/trio

The TRiO Achievers program is a Federal grant program funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 
The program serves 160 students at $275,105 annually with Winthrop’s annual institutional match of $81,031 and $5,000 from the Winthrop University Foundation.

–Val Lopez, business major

TRiO helped me transition to college smoothly by providing me with 
a second family, encouraging me to step out of my comfort zone, and 
helping me become a leader that I never knew I could be. I honestly 
have no idea where I would be if I wasn’t part of TRiO.  I wouldn’t trade 
my TRiO experiences for anything in the world.

  –Susana Atuncar, business and Spanish major

I had a special TRiO-ACAD experience; I felt it was more personal than 
a regular ACAD class. TRiO helped me step up my leadership and 
what it means to be a leader, and I became a student director for TRiO 
CONNECT Orientation.  It has really helped me grow as a person!

  –Drew Johnson, social studies education major

TRiO provided a space for me to feel welcome, and definitely helped 
me transition into college as a first-generation student. I also learned 
skills like managing money and improving my study habits.

  –Savannah Stinson, sociology major

TRiO is more personal, and we have a connection.  From contacting 
Financial Aid when I need it, to figuring out my goal GPA, TRiO has 
helped with it!

  –Chia Yang, finance major


