
2021 Winthrop University (Virtual) Three Minute Graduate Showcase Competition (3MGS) 

What is the Three Minute Graduate Showcase competition? 

The Three Minute Graduate Showcase modifies the 3MT Competition created by the University of Queensland—

a contest that challenges graduate students to summarize their research within three minutes to a general 

audience. The University of Queensland developed the contest in 2008 to help graduate students improve their 

oral communication skills. 

Winthrop University is adapting this successful model to host a “Three Minute Graduate Showcase” (3MGS), 

encouraging graduate students from all disciplines and programs to participate.  

 Institutional Guidelines: 

 Only current graduate students in good academic standing are eligible to compete.  

 A student’s program of study must contain an original research or creative project.  The degree program 

need not formally require a thesis or dissertation. However, the presentation topic must cover the 

original research project. 

 This year, submissions for the 3-Minute Graduate Showcase will be video, either shot via a cellphone or 

camera or through a recorded zoom presentation (examples below).  

Examples of Video Presentation Submissions 

o Zoom: Thomas Hennessey 

o Standard Video off Iphone: Amy Childers 

Submission of Virtual 3-Minute Video 

 Deadline for submitting video presentation is Friday, March 26th, at 5:00.  

 Practice sessions on how to prepare 3-minute showcase presentations will be held via zoom on March 

15, 16, and 17 from 6:00 – 7:30.  

 Students are encouraged, but not required, to attend the practice sessions before submitting their final 

video. 

 If students prefer, they may reserve a time slot (9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.) in the ITC lab in Withers to shoot 

their final video.  

 Competition Rules: 

 Presentations are limited to 3 minutes and competitors exceeding 3 minutes are disqualified. 

 Presentations are considered to have commenced when a presenter begins speaking (timing does not 

include the 3MGS title slide and commences from when the competitor starts speaking, not the start of 

the video). 

 Videos must meet the following criteria: 

o If using camera or smartphone: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWRjSPeyqKs&feature=youtu.be&list=PLjrEsnlZROynkYALqXp3bSha1p4Fh-xa3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLjrEsnlZROynkYALqXp3bSha1p4Fh-xa3&v=9eA8ey06bx4&feature=youtu.be


 Filmed on the horizontal and from a static position. 

 Filmed from one camera angle. 

 A 3MGS title slide and one, single static slide are permitted in the presentation (no slide 

transitions, animations or ‘movement’ of any description).  

 Competitor must be visible throughout the video (rather than showing only the slide at 

any given point); 

 Recommend competitor be standing 

 The 3 minute video must be continuous – no sound edits or breaks. 

 No additional props (e.g. costumes, musical instruments, laboratory equipment and 

animated backgrounds) are permitted within the recording. 

 Presentations are to be spoken word (e.g. no poems, raps or songs). 

 No additional electronic media (e.g. sound and video files) are permitted within the 

video recording. 

o If recording a zoom presentation,  

 Competitor must be visible throughout the video  

 A 3MGS title slide and one, single static slide are permitted in the presentation (no slide 

transitions, animations or ‘movement’ of any description).  

 The 3 minute video must be continuous – no sound edits or breaks. 

 No additional props (e.g. costumes, musical instruments, laboratory equipment and 

animated backgrounds) are permitted within the recording. 

 Presentations are to be spoken word (e.g. no poems, raps or songs). 

 No additional electronic media (e.g. sound and video files) are permitted within the 

video recording. 

 The powerpoint slides used in the presentation must also be submitted separately. 

Judging Criteria: 

 Competitors will be evaluated and ranked by a judging panel guided by the Judging Matrix. Feedback 

regarding the competitor’s performance will not be provided. 

 The decision of the adjudicating panel is final. 

 Please note: competitors *will not* be judged on video/ recording quality. Judging will focus on the 

presentation, ability to communicate research to a non-specialist audience, and 3MGS PowerPoint 

slides. 

 Further Questions? Contact: gradschool@winthrop.edu 

mailto:gradschool@winthrop.edu

