Nikesha Nelson is from Columbia, S.C. and has been dancing for 17
years. Nikesha has received most of her training at the Academy of
Dance Arts but has also performed for dance intensives held in New
York and Italy. She is currently a senior dance education major at
Winthrop and serves as an officer for Terpsichore, in its support of
all things dance. Nikesha also has had the opportunity to present her
senior choreography to the South Carolina Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (SCAHPERD)
conference. Although this will be Nikesha’s last year performing and
choreographing at Winthrop, after graduation she hopes to continue building her experience
as a dancer by attending graduate school.
Amanda Floyd is a senior dance major with a health minor at
Winthrop, she has become very involved in the Theatre and
Dance Department. Throughout middle school and high school,
Amanda was heavily involved in the art of colorguard and
winterguard which led to her passion for dance. As a student at
Winthrop, she has taken modern and ballet each semester as
well as classes in jazz, pedagogy, choreography, conditioning,
and world dance. In the summer of 2013, Amanda went to
Sorrento, Italy, with StaibDance from Atlanta and took part in a
summer intensive. In her junior year at Winthrop, she won the award of “Most Inspirational
Junior Choreographer” from the theatre and dance students and recently took choreography to
the South Carolina Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance conference
in Myrtle Beach. Amanda is now presenting her choreography piece “The Last Flight” at the
2013 Senior Choreography Showcase.
Nia Harris is from Columbia, S.C.. She is currently a senior
psychology and dance double major, and has been dancing for
nine years. Nia has previously danced with the Palmetto Center
for the Arts (PCA), before attending Winthrop. This is her last
year as a dance major and she performed in Stacy McConnell
and Val Ifill’s piece for Winthrop Dance Theatre. She will also
choreograph a piece in the Senior Choreography Showcase.

Choreographers
Lustra Miller is a proud native of Spartanburg, S.C.. She will be
graduating in May 2014 with a B.A. in dance performance. After
graduation, she plans to attend graduate school and receive a masters
degree in communications. She still wants to continue dancing by
breaking into the commercial dance industry. Along with her training
at Winthrop, Lustra trained at the Dance Theater of Harlem, the
Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet and SC Governors School for the Arts
and Humanities. She is ecstatic to be working with such a wonderful
cast this year!
Mackenzie Elder, from Lyman, S.C., will graduate from Winthrop
in December 2013 with a bachelor of arts degree in dance and a
professional business minor. She has studied all types of dance including tap, jazz, ballet, modern, lyrical, contemporary, and even
pointe and hip-hop for eighteen years. She has attended
numerous conventions, master classes, and competitions. Mackenzie
has choreographed for the Student Choreography Showcase at
Winthrop, and is currently choreographing for the city of Rock Hill's
ChristmasVille RockHettes group. In addition, Mackenzie performed
in two pieces in Winthrop Dance Theatre this semester, and will perform with the RockHette group as well.
Shelby Mosher was born in Louisiana and, at 14 years old,
moved to South Carolina where she attended Andrew Jackson
High School. This school was an Arts Focus school and she began taking dance classes in eighth grade and she also
attended the ST-ARTS program here at Winthrop that year. She
knew then that she wanted to attend Winthrop, where she now is
majoring in dance performance, while also receiving a minor in
psychology. She hopes to one day dance professionally for a
company and travel the world.
Shelby Scott trained in competitive gymnastics for nine years. She
then joined a dinner theater, Narroway Productions, where she found
her love of dance and performed with them for five years. She is
currently a senior dance performance major at Winthrop. She has
trained with Caroline Calouche & Co. for the past four years. She has
also trained at the New England Center for Circus Arts during it’s
summer intensive. She also performs as an entertainer for the company
Elevate. She has training in fabric, lyra, partner acrobatics, pole, and
hand
balancing.

