
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS FOR FALL 2022 

ANTH Courses 

ANTH 101. Introduction to Human Diversity, Woodfill. (In-person): Chacon 

(Online) 

Anthropology is the study of what it means to be human. As it is such a broadranging discipline, most 

anthropologists work within one of four principal subdisciplines: 

Cultural anthropology, Archaeology, Physical anthropology and 

Linguistic anthropology. All four disciplines are connected 

through the concept of culture, which is the basis of 

anthropological research. This course is divided into three 

sections.  We begin with a general discussion of each of the four 

fields and some dominant themes in each. In the second part, we 

learn the basic “grammar” of anthropology. In the final third of the 

course, we will look at some of the important issues in 

anthropology, including race, religion, inequality, gender roles, and the development of the contemporary 

world system. 

ANTH 201. Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Chacon (In-person); Bowers (Online) 

This course will introduce the primary domains of cultural anthropology: the concept of culture, 

fieldwork and professional ethics. It emphasizes the heritage and diversity of human culture throughout 

the world through the study of human societies, language and culture, 

cultural change, social groups and relationships, ideology, ritual and 

symbolism. The objectives of this class include helping students develop 

an appreciation of cultural difference, develop an awareness of their own 

cultural ethnocentrisms, and deepening students’ understanding of the 

great diversity of human behavior. 

ANTH 203. Introduction to Language & Culture. Woodfill (Online) 

Linguistic anthropology is the study of how language and culture are interrelated and affect how you 

perceive and inhabit the world. In this class we will examine how we construct relationships with our 

society, our environment, and other humans through our words and linguistic norms.  

ANTH 220.  Introduction to Cultural Archaeology, Gillam. (Online) 

This course will provide you with a fundamental knowledge of archaeology, 

the study of past cultures through the material remains that they left behind. 

Archaeology is a subfield of Anthropology, the broader study of humanity, and 

is therefore relevant to many other fields of study and diverse career paths. 
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ANTH 321. Cultures of Latin America, Chacon (In-person) 

This course will study selected contemporary peoples of Latin 

America in the context of present social, political and economic 

changes. Students will critically analyze from multiple perspectives, 

existing cultural, social, political and historical arrangements of 

selected Latin American nations.  

ANTH 322. Ancient Civilizations of the Americas, Woodfill (In-person) 

A large part of archaeology’s mystique is the image of lost cities decaying in a dense jungle or tumbled 

monuments hidden by desert sands.  As archaeologists, we try to understand the processes that led to the 

development and eventual collapse of disparate cultures throughout the world.  This course traces not 

only the trajectories of some of the most famous ancient civilizations of the Western Hemisphere that 

predated the European arrival into the Americas but attempts to tease out the specific traits that allowed 

them to flourish and eventually doomed them to fail.  In addition to better-known civilizations like the 

Maya, Aztecs, Inka, and Ancestral Pueblo (formerly known as “Anasazi”), we will delve into some of the 

fascinating and cutting-edge work coming out in the Amazon, lower Central America, and here in the 

Southeastern United States. Prerequisites: ANTH 201.  

SOCL Courses 

SOCL 101. Social Problems and Social Policy, TBD (In-person) 

This course will provide students with a basic introduction 

to the discipline of sociology and the study of social 

problems. Students will be exposed to a number of topics 

including social constructions, social structures, and social 

stratification and be asked to link these broader problems 

to their own experiences in order to better understand the 

ways in which these large structures affect our daily lives.  



SOCL 201. Principles of Sociology, Haubert (In-person); Tripp 

(003-In-person, 004-Online)  

Welcome to the wild and wonderful world of sociology! Sociology 

is the systematic study of human society. Sociologists use 

empirical research to describe and explain how society shapes our 

lives and how we make society possible. By seeing this 

relationship, we can better understand many of the challenges 

faced by 21st century life from the changing role of technology in 

our lives to the enduring inequalities of class, race, gender and 

sexuality. We will also see how our own personal identities 

depend on our everyday social world. We will consider the 

importance of social institutions like family, education, media, religion, and work in shaping our lives. 

We will learn to apply the central theoretical perspectives that sociologists use to study society. We will 

think about the importance of social structure and power as underlying features of all social life. By 

examining these core concepts, you will develop a “sociological imagination,” or the ability to see the 

relationship between the lives of individuals and patterns in society. Ultimately, the sociological 

imagination will help you to become a more empathetic, informed, and engaged citizen.  

SOCL 213. Introduction to Social Inequalities, Sickels (In-person) 

This course is an introductory examination of social inequalities in the 

United States. We research and explain the existence of inequality in 

American society and abroad. As a budding sociologist, you will read 

a wide range of scholarship including theories of difference and 

inequality, quantitative and qualitative sociological research, and 

critical journalism. Most importantly, we will learn to use these 

writings as evidence when making our own claims about society and examining the role of inequality in 

our own lives. We will address contemporary social issues and current events that are rooted in social 

inequality, such as Black Lives Matter, inequalities related to Covid-19, immigration and family 

separation, wealth and income inequality, the gender pay gap, etc.  

SOCL 227. Introduction to the Criminal Justice System, TBA (In-

person) 

The goal of this course is to offer students an overview of one of the 

most important and powerful institutions in the United States: the 

criminal justice system. One facet of this goal is to examine the history 

and functioning of some of the criminal justice system’s major 

components, such as law enforcement, courts and corrections.  Another contribution to the core goal of 

this class is to examine trends in crime, and incarceration, as well as the social theories that attempt to 

provide a deeper understanding of criminals and crime. We will examine where we are, and where we 

might go in efforts to improve the American Criminal Justice System.  



SOCL 303. Self and Society, Sickels (In-person) 

This course is an intermediate exploration of everyday life. The sociological approach to the self begins 

with the claim that "inner lives" are fundamentally grounded in “social worlds.”  We will use a 

“microsociological” analysis to critique that most cherished of American values: individualism. What is 

the "true self," and how exactly do we find it? For sociologists, the key is to start from the outside and 

work our way in.   

SOCL 304. Death and Grief as Social Processes, Hopkins (In-

person) 

Death is an inevitable part of life.  In this course, we examine death, 

dying, and grieving as a part of life involving social processes, 

structures, and relationships. After taking this course, you will 

understand the customs, behaviors, and beliefs related to death, 

dying, and grieving in the U.S. and other societies and cultures.  You 

will become familiar with practical matters associated with death such as funeral preparation, wills, and 

advance directives.  Sociological Theories will be connected to all course content. We discuss 

controversial issues related to medical ethics, organ donation, and euthanasia.  Prerequisites: SOCL 101 

or 201.  

SOCL 305. Marriage and the Family, Tripp (In-person) 

Welcome to Sociology of Marriage and the Family! We all have personal 

experiences with families, but rarely do we step back and analyze where 

our ideas about family come from and how these ideas inform our daily 

lives and collective belief systems. The purpose of this course is to grasp 

how the family is a key institution in society and a central component of 

modern day living arrangements, belief systems, identity formations, and 

policies. Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or SOCL 201 or WMST 300.   

SOCL 316. Social Research I: Statistics, Marx (In-person) 

This course is a basic introductory course in statistics.  The primary 

purpose of the course is to introduce you to statistical procedures used by 

social researchers.  Furthermore, the class concentrates heavily on 

conceptualization and interpretation of statistics.  The material presented 

here will give you the kind of foundation that will make it easy for you to 

master more advanced statistical material.  The material will also assist you 

make more intelligent everyday choices in your role as a consumer, voter, 

investor and citizen.  Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or 201, and Math general education.  



SOCL 325. Criminology, Tripp (In-person) 

This course is intended to be a broad introductory overview to the study of crime and to the field of 

criminology. The course is divided into three major sections. The first part of the class focuses on basic 

definitions and the empirical understanding of crime and crime trends. The second and largest section 

details theories and research on the causes of criminal behavior. The final section focuses on criminal 

justice institutions (e.g. police, courts, prisons). Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or 201.  

SOCL 337. Corrections, Baird (Hybrid) 

Corrections is the component of the criminal justice system 

that serves to carry out the sentence of the court. Corrections 

programs include individuals who have been convicted of, or 

pled guilty to, misdemeanors and felonies, as well as those 

who have not yet been sentenced. We will spend the next few 

months studying how society responds to convicted 

lawbreakers, how corrections is part of the larger criminal 

justice system, and what current programs are in use. 

Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or 201, and 227.  

SOCL 350. Liberation Theologies, Kiblinger (Online) 

Religion has been a powerful influence, and powerful influences have been tools. Liberation Theology 

critiques religious thought that contributes to oppression and, utilizing the perspectives of marginalized 

peoples, tries to create religious thought that contributes to equality, justice, inclusion, and the flourishing 

of the earth and all life forms. We focus especially on examples of Black, Feminist, and Queer theologies 

as well as theology of disability. 

SOCL 503b. Service Learning in Sociology, Haubert (Online) 

Calling all Sociology majors and Inequalities Concentrates.  This is your chance to put your sociological 

training into practice while receiving course credit!  You will be partnered with a local non-profit and 

work on-site for 10 hours per week throughout the fall semester.  Through this experiential learning, you 

will witness the operations of race, class, and/or gender structures first hand and work to support 

organizations aiming to make a difference.  You will meet online once per week with your classmates to 

unpack the sociological lessons of your experiences.  Potential partner organizations include A Place for 

Hope, United Way of York County, Family Promise, and Allies and Advocates among others.  Students 

must have late afternoons generally available and their own transportation to participate. 

Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or 201. 

SOCL 519. Research Methods II: Qualitative Methods, Sickels (Hybrid) 



This course is designed to prepare students to conduct qualitative 

social research. You will learn a wide array of research 

methodologies including observational techniques, interviewing, 

content analysis and others. Along the way, you will become familiar 

with the major goals, conceptual issues and debates in qualitative 

methodology.  The practical goal of this course is to train students to 

plan, execute, and present a major research project over the course of 

the semester.  You will do this in the context of studying university 

and student life at Winthrop. Prerequisites: ANTH 341, SOCL 316, 

and SOCL/ANTH 302. 

SOCL 525. Sociology of Law, TBA (In-person) 

This course explores the sociological study of law and legal institutions. At 

its most elementary level, the sociology of law is dedicated to studying the 

legal behavior of human groups. It investigates how factors outside the law 

– such as politics, the economy, organizations, intergroup relations, gender,

or race – influence the nature and functioning of law. We will begin by

reading and discussing how theorists including Marx, Weber, Durkheim and

others understood the role of law in society, whose interests they saw the

law serving and the law’s role in societal transformation. We will apply

these theoretical perspectives to current legal issues and policies. The

approach we will take to studying the law will emphasize the social,

political, cultural and historical aspects of the law, rather than studying the

law through legal doctrines, statutes or judicial opinions (though at times these aspects of the law will be

raised). From this vantage point, this course will enable students to understand how the law influences

and is influenced by social change, social reproduction and inequality. We will also analyze the role of

law in contemporary legal issues related to these topics in order to understand and evaluate how the law

seeks to achieve certain objectives such as compliance, deterrence and social control. Finally, as many of

you may have an interest in pursuing a legal career, we will examine law school and legal professions.

Prerequisites: SOCL 101 or 201, SOCL 227 and 325.

SOCL 598. Senior Seminar, Haubert (In-person) 

The senior seminar is a course that assembles a cohort of sociology majors in their final semester before 

graduation. The course goal is to transition into the next step whether employment or graduate school.  

Students will be required to direct a class utilizing a set of readings.  The seniors are expected to display 

the skills acquired in the sociology major and General Program, such as communication and critical 

thinking. Such capabilities are essential for success in a variety of work settings and acquiring advanced 

degrees. Students will be exposed to career and graduate opportunities. Prerequisites: SOCL 516 or 519. 

Corequisite: Can be taken alongside SOCL 516 or 519.  


