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This piece originally appeared in The 
Johnsonian, and has been republished 
and lightly edited with the author’s per-
mission. 

Dr. Dustin M. Hoffman and Dr. 
Ephraim Sommers of Winthrop’s 
Department of English are entering 
the fall semester with more than just 
teaching their classes on their mind. 
Both professors are also gearing up 
for the release of their respective 
books later this year. 

Dr. Hoffman is the director of grad-
uate students in Winthrop’s Depart-
ment of English and a fiction writing 
professor at the university. He has pre-
viously written a collection of short 
stories, titled One-Hundred-Knuckled 
Fist. His upcoming book, No Good for 
Digging, is another collection of short 
stories. This collection focuses on the 
struggles of the working class, partic-
ularly those in construction, through 
fictional stories. However, according 

to Hoffman, these stories will be a 
mix of the real and the surreal. Stories 
about workers facing the challenges 
of life and more magical parts will 
be threaded together by “flash piec-
es” from a narrator who speaks to a 
colony of people living and working 
inside the bodies of fictional workers. 

When questioned about these flash 
pieces, Hoffman said they were 
meant to showcase anxiety and the 
fear workers have of losing their bod-
ies. Hoffman chose to write about 
these working class struggles because 
he worked in construction for ten 
years prior to becoming a professor. 
His experience in this field lets him 
better see how they are mistreated 
and underrepresented. 

Hoffman wants to “show the beauty, 
the honor, the nobility in these peo-
ple that are often seen as gruff” and 
present to readers an honest depic-
tion of a group of people they may 

not normally see in such a light. An-
other goal of his through this pub-
lication is to bring recognition to 
a new publication company, Word 
West Press, as they release No Good 
for Digging as their first book. Hoff-
man has plans for another, more tra-
ditional short story collection along 
with a full-length novel with similar 
working class themes at its core.

Dr. Sommers is another professor in 
the Department of English. He fo-
cuses on poetry and creative nonfic-
tion. He has previously penned The 
Night We Set the Dead Kid on Fire. 
His latest work will be a poetry col-
lection titled Someone You Love is Still 
Alive. Sommers says the collection 
will focus on our “contemporary ex-
perience” that forces us to deal with 
mass tragedies, racism, violence, and 
natural disasters. The poetry in Some-
one You Love is Still Alive will show-
case how individual love helps us to 
handle these terrible things. Sommers 
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wanted to showcase love as “the best 
act of rebellion against mass tragedy.” 
When asked about why he chose to 
write about this topic, he stated that 
he finds it interesting that humans 
are not sure how to deal with mass 
suffering and wants to explore that 
topic. Sommers hopes the book will 
show readers that we need to lean 
into smaller groups for support, fall 
in love, help our communities, and 

spread positivity to combat these 
threats. Dr. Sommers is publishing 
through Jacar Press after winning 
their 2019 full-length book prize for 
Someone You Love is Still Alive. He has 
plans to publish a nonfiction memoir 
in the future.

Dr. Hoffman’s No Good for Digging 
will be released this December, but 
is already available for preorder. Dr. 

Sommers’ Someone You Love is Still 
Alive is coming in November. Both 
authors hope that these publications 
will open up eyes of various readers 
on the topics they touch and encour-
age them to get more involved in 
their communities and pay attention 
to the world around them.
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One of the biggest misconceptions 
that people can make is that your 
options are limited with an English 
degree. I believed the stereotype for a 
long time and started my college ca-

reer as a mass communication major 
because of it. It wasn’t until an En-
glish teacher of mine asked me ‘why 
in the world’ I wasn’t an English ma-
jor that I started to realize just how 
versatile this major is. Yes, a lot of En-
glish majors go into education or cre-
ative writing, but while both options 
are rewarding, they aren’t the only 
options. I graduated from Winthrop 
University in May of this year with 
my bachelor’s degree in English and a 
minor in internal auditing. I was told 
by many people in the field of audit-
ing that no one would hire me, but 
all of them were wrong. I started my 
job for Ally Financial as a staff audi-
tor within their Early Talent Devel-
opment Program in the July that fol-

lowed my graduation, and you would 
not believe how often I use the skills 
that I learned in the Department of 
English: public speaking, writing of-
fice memos, writing reports, assessing 
sources, and more. All of these skills 
are things that most of my cowork-
ers are struggling to learn, while I’ve 
been studying their uses for years. I 
owe a lot of my success to the English 
teacher that convinced me to switch 
majors, but I also owe a lot to the 
amazing Winthrop Department of 
English that never once doubted my 
ability to succeed in this field. Thank 
you so much to all of you, and believe 
me when I say that I will be back on 
campus for visits as often as I can!

To be featured in a future Alumni Spotlight, send an e-mail to english@winthrop.edu!

Food for Thought
The Department of English’s literary-inspired cookbook, Food for 
Thought, is now available through the Marketplace Mall! Enjoy 
making your professors’ favorite dishes while reading a delightful 
variety of literary quotations about food. This book provides nour-
ishment for the mind and the stomach. Each recipe comes from 
a faculty member, and each purchase helps to support Winthrop 
University’s Department of English. Bon appétit!

https://secure.touchnet.com/C20256_ustores/web/store_main.jsp?STOREID=44

