
Summer/Fall 2023 Course Descriptions 

Summer 2023 

CRTW201. Critical Reading, Thinking, and Writing.  Multiple sections, both synchronous and 

asynchronous, B Term.  

ENGL 208: Foundations of World Literature to 1700. Koster. C Term. Asynchronous. 

A survey of literature from its earliest roots to the seventeenth century, arranged 

around four themes: Faith and Foundations, Heroes and Nations, Frame Narratives, 

and Lyric Poetry. We’ll read (and listen to) works not only from Western culture 

(Homer, Vergil, Dante & friends), but also African epics, Islamic and East Indian 

sword and sorcery, Chinese philosophy, Japanese and Egyptian love poetry, and 

Chinese female hero myths, just to name a few. If you want a firm foundation for 

studying world literature, or just to expand your content-area knowledge to carry 

into other venues or your classrooms, this is the course for you. Unit essay tests, 

weekly online participation, and an essay-based final exam; no research paper. 

Foundations. CR&R. Meets GNED GLOB, HIST, and HART requirements. 

Asynchronous. C Term.  

ENGL 550. Medieval Literature and Film. Koster. C Term. Asynchronous. 

The hero, the king, and the outlaw: from Beowulf to King Arthur to Robin 

Hood, medieval stories of archetypal figures have been the source for 

imaginative writing and film-making, leading to works such as The 

Hunger Games, The Vikings, Merlin, Game of Thrones, The Lord of the 

Rings, The Green Knight, and numerous video games. This course 

examines the origins of these legends and how they have been renewed 

in modern cinema and long-form television series. Humanities & Arts 

course. Counts in the Medieval Studies Minor. CR&R. 

WRIT 465. Preparation of Oral and Written Reports. Fitzgerald (Ralston). B Term. Asynchronous. What 

knowledge, skills, and experience guide the work of business and professional writers? What good 

habits help them succeed? How do professional writers make decisions about their writing, their 

collaborations with others, and the roles writing plays in their organizations? Given that learning isn’t 

confined to school, how do professional writers drive innovation and/ keep up with their fields? By 

considering these and other questions, this course will explore concepts, theories, and projects through 

an in-depth, hands-on investigation of professional writing. We’ll read texts written by both scholars and 

practitioners with a mix of academic and practitioner audiences in mind. We’ll consider how research 

and experience helps build theory, and how theoretical work connects to practice. And we’ll create a 

wide range of documents which help us perform, reflect on, and share what we learn in real world 

communities and workplaces. S/C/C Comm. Oral and Writing Intensive Course 



Fall 2023 ENGLISH (ENGL) Courses 

 

ENGL 208. World Literature. AJ Campbell. This course considers some of the 

most important literary works produced before 1615 A.D. in the 

Mediterranean world and the Middle East.  The most ancient texts we will 

examine are The Epic of Gilgamesh and the biblical book of Genesis.  We will 

look at texts from Homeric and classical Greece, the Roman Empire, the 

European Middle Ages, and the European Renaissance.  Outside Europe, we 

will read influential literary works from ancient Persia, Iran, and the Islamic 

world.  Historical and cultural contexts will be considered, as will historical 

innovations and continuities. Foundations. CR&R. Meets GNED GLOB, HIST, 

and HART requirements.   

ENGL 211. Major American Authors. Richardson. This course is a survey and 

study of the major periods, literary forms, and issues that characterize 

American literature, with a consideration of representative major works and 

authors over the course of American literary history. Students will explore 

how the landscape of America transforms with the changing voice and 

identity of Major American Authors. Students will complete regular reading 

quizzes, three-four tests, and a variety of writing and discussion assignments. 

Foundations. CR&R. Meets GNED HIST and HART requirements. 

ENGL 291. Introduction to the English Major. Cothran. ENGL 291 

prepares students for university-level English studies by 

introducing and reinforcing basic strategies and concepts related 

to literary analysis, including critical reading, essay composition, 

research methods, documentation requirements, literary terms, 

critical theory, and periodicity.  The course also provides practical 

instruction in how to navigate the choices available to the English 

major, including selecting areas of focus within the discipline, 

applying to graduate schools, applying for internships and 

scholarships, and preparing for careers after graduation. Students 

will review MLA documentation, “The Correct Use of Borrowed 

Information,” strategies for avoiding inadvertent plagiarism, and 

library research techniques. Finally, the course will expose students to opportunities within the 

Winthrop Department of English, including Sigma Tau Delta, the Literary Society, tutoring in the Writing 

Center, Study Abroad options and classes, and the Annual American Shakespeare Center Trip. 

Foundations.  

  



ENGL 310. Sherlock Holmes in Fiction and Film. Koster. Focusing on Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s enduring creation, this course will examine how 

literary criticism changes when the “text” we examine moves from print to 

film. We will begin by reading some of the classic detective writings of 

Dostoevsky and Poe, then move to the works of Conan Doyle, and on to 

more recent adaptations, such as fiction like Arthur and George or A Slight 

Trick of the Mind and manga like Moriarty the Patriot.  Using these as our 

base texts, we will examine how those texts have been creatively realized 

in film (including television), from Britain to the United States to Russia to 

Japan, and how critical response to issues of race, gender, colonialism, and 

difference have evolved. This will be an asynchronous class to permit film 

viewing on your schedule; students will write two short papers, a longer researched essay, complete a 

final exam, and contribute to discussion and shared activities.  OER textbooks; there may be small costs 

for watching some films on streaming services such as Netflix or Amazon Prime. CR&R. 

ENGL 319. The British Novel. Cothran. The British Novel examines the English 

novel from its nascent development in the 18th century, to its rapid expansion 

and growth in the 19th century, to its modern and postmodern forms in the 

20th and 21st centuries. The course emphasizes the historical and cultural 

contexts of British novels and their readers and explores the narrative 

techniques displayed in each work. Students will read, analyze, and engage in 

critical conversations about British novels that helped to shape the genre and 

that continue to influence contemporary literature, film, and popular culture, 

as well as our understanding of human experience, cognition, and behavior. 

Potential texts include Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders (1722), Jonathan Swift’s 

Gulliver’s Travels (1726),  Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1813), Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations 

(1861), Virginia Woolf’s Orlando (1928), George Orwell’s 1984 (1949), Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of 

the Day (1989), and Andrea Levy’s Small Island (2004). CR&R. 

ENGL 321. Holocaust Literature (Travel Course). Jordan. This course will focus on the literature of the 

Holocaust, both fiction and non-fiction, and on the impact this literature has had on modern thinking.  

Additionally, students will expand their knowledge of the Holocaust itself as well as the history of anti-

Semitism.  In so doing, they will engage with texts that may be emotionally challenging, yet have 

enormous historical significance.  Travel to Amsterdam, Rothenburg, Nuremburg, and Munich in mid-

December will be an integral part of the class.  The trip will include the Anne Frank House, Dachau 

Concentration Camp, and other sites relevant to the subject matter of the class. Elective. 

ENGL 333.01. Global Narratives. Slouching Towards Bethlehem: Beasley.  A 

survey of Joan Didion’s first work of nonfiction and the counterculture of 1960s 

California.  The course will analyze Didion’s collection of essays as a primary 

account of growing up in California, experiencing San Francisco’s Haight-

Ashbury neighborhood – think Grateful Dead – , living near Charles Manson in 

Los Angeles, and exploring cultural icons such as John Wayne and Howard 

Hughes.  

  



ENGL 333.02. Global Narratives: Babel by R.F. Kuang . Covington.  An epic 

historical fantasy set in 19th-century England, R.F. Kuang’s Babel has been 

lauded by critics since its release in 2022. Kirkus Reviews described the 

novel as "an expansive, sympathetic, and nevertheless scathing critique of 

Western imperialism and how individuals are forced to make their peace 

with the system and survive or to fight back and face the consequences." 

The book quickly became a BookTok hit and commercial success as fans 

extolled Kuang’s relatable characters, fascinating magic system, and 

unabashed critique of colonial power and its intrinsic racial subjugation.  

The novel follows the coming of age journey of Robin Swift, a young Chinese 

boy who is taken from his homeland by a mysterious English professor and 

brought to Babel, a school of translation and magic at Oxford University. As 

Robin and his cohort progress through their program, they quickly begin to 

realize that the magic they create through translation is what powers the British empire’s domination of 

other countries, including their homelands. Confronted with this knowledge, Robin and his friends 

embark on a perilous journey to try and fight the system from within. In this 1-credit-hour course, we 

will read Babel alongside texts which explain the global impact of British colonial power, explore the 

history of language and Kuang’s use of etymology as a magic system, and discuss related literary 

concepts such as literature as a subversive act, dark academia, historical fantasy, alternative history, the 

bildungsroman, and the BookTok impact. 

ENGL 471H. Undergraduate Research in English. Contact Dr. Hiner. 

ENGL 491. Departmental Seminar. Koster.. This course assesses student mastery of English coursework. 

Students will complete several assessment measures--including the Senior Opinionaire. The results are 

then summarized anonymously and used to improve instruction in the English Department. Students 

must complete all required assessments to receive an S in the course. Prerequisite: Should be taken in 

the first semester of the senior year (after the student has completed 90 hours). Internet course.  If you 

are confused as to whether you should take ENGL 491 or ENGL 494, please check with Ms. Weeks or Dr. 

Nail. Meets the Capstone requirement for students in the Teacher Ed track and for students in 

catalogs prior to 2017-2018. Asychronous. 

ENGL 494/494H. Capstone Seminar in English. Koster. This capstone 

course is required of all English majors in catalogs beginning with 

2017-18 (except those seeking secondary certification as a secondary 

school teacher), preferably in the senior year. Students will complete 

assessment exercises; develop a capstone Project ready for 

presentation; research career options and prepare and revise career-

readiness documents and texts; and present the results of their 

research orally, much as professional scholars do at a conference or 

writers do as they promote their published work. In sum, students will 

utilize the research, critical inquiry, and communication skills they 

have learned as English majors and Winthrop undergraduates. If you are confused as to whether you 

should take ENGL 491 or ENGL 494, please check with Dr. Nail and/or Ms. Weeks. Meets the Capstone 

requirement for students in the BA-ENGL track. Research and Creative Scholarship. Asychronous. 



ENGL 500X. Introduction to English Studies. Hoffman. This course 

introduces students to and celebrates English Studies at the 

professional and graduate levels. Students will explore advanced 

research materials, methods, and techniques to familiarize them 

with major critical approaches to literary study. Students will 

become acquainted with various schools of literary theory, including 

formalism, reader response, psychoanalysis, gender studies, class 

studies, new historicism, deconstruction, and postcolonialism. In 

addition, students will discover best practices for publishing and 

presenting their work, CV/résumé preparation, and other crucial career skills. Winthrop University MA in 

English alumni will visit class to discuss how they’ve used their degree in diverse career fields. The class 

will culminate in a major research project driven by each student’s unique interests. Students pursuing 

or interested in the Accelerated B.A. to M.A. Program are encouraged to take this course. re-Requisites: 

ENGL 291 and CRTW 201, graduate status, or permission of the Chair. Frameworks. 

ENGL 507. History and Development of English. Koster. This course is an 

introduction to the major changes in the English language from the Old 

English period to the present, and it operates like a language class; you'll 

be talking about sounds, parts of speech, syntax, dictionaries, and similar 

materials. Primary emphasis will be on the kinds of changes that have 

taken place in our pronunciation, grammar, and word meanings, and 

how they have affected the English(es) we speak today. Secondary 

emphasis will be on the historical causes of these changes and their 

modern implications, since this course satisfies the Historical 

Perspectives requirement (yes, you will have to learn names and dates). 

Students will participate in discussions, write an original research paper, 

submit homework exercises, complete two exams, and participate in 

creating and analyzing corpuses of data using Pinterest. If circumstances permit, you may be handling 

real examples of writing as old as 2300 B.C.E. in person; cross your fingers! S/C/C Comm. Research and 

Creative Scholarship. 

ENGL 530. Grammar in Theory and Practice. Richardson. This course 

focuses on describing English grammar using a primarily structuralist 

approach. Students will develop a thorough understanding of the major 

grammatical terms and constructions of the English language, identify 

strengths and weaknesses of traditional grammar, and develop a 

familiarity with linguistic methodology and research. Students will also 

gain an understanding of language variety and dialects. Course activities 

will include (but are not limited to) quizzes, 3-4 tests (including the 

exam), a research project focused on a language issue, and 2-3 reading 

responses to scholarly sources that consider grammar in a variety of 

pedagogical and professional contexts. Students will also be expected to engage in class discussions and 

activities. Graduate students are expected to develop more comprehensive research projects and take a 

leadership role in the course activities and discussion. Primarily intended for students planning to teach. 

  



ENGL 550.  Elizabethan Literature. Fike. This class, offered for graduate and 

undergraduate credit and centered on three main figures: Edmund Spenser, 

Christopher Marlowe, and William Shakespeare—surveys poetry, prose 

narratives, drama, and critical theory of the Elizabethan period (1558‒1603). 

The requirements include response papers that build to a longer researched 

essay, a final examination, attendance, and participation. The course will 

operate almost exclusively on the basis of small- and large-group discussion as 

well as mini-reports by students. CR&R. 

ENGL 600. Introduction to English Studies. Hoffman. This course introduces students to and celebrates 

English Studies at the professional and graduate levels. Students will explore advanced research 

materials, methods, and techniques to familiarize them with major critical approaches to literary study. 

Students will become acquainted with various schools of literary theory, including formalism, reader 

response, psychoanalysis, gender studies, class studies, new historicism, deconstruction, and 

postcolonialism. In addition, students will discover best practices for publishing and presenting their 

work, CV/résumé preparation, and other crucial career skills. Winthrop University MA in English alumni 

will visit class to discuss how they’ve used their degree in diverse career fields. The class will culminate 

in a major research project driven by each student’s unique interests. 

ENGL 625. Twentieth Century American Literature. 

Bickford. The Split Subject: Double Consciousness and 

Double Voicedness in Twentieth Century American 

Literature. The purpose of this course will be to 

probe the problems of dual identity in American 

literary characters who have been marginalized 

according to their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

and/or gender.  We will explore the implications of 

having a “hyphenated” identity, using the ideas of 

WEB DuBois and Franz Fanon, among others, to 

investigate both the problems and the privileges of 

double consciousness.  Why are some characters willing to subvert their own egos to the demands of 

society while others are able to negotiate the space between mask and self to subvert the hegemony 

instead?  What particular role does language play in the relationship between oppressor and 

oppressed?  In what ways is the language of the oppressor reimagined and (re)appropriated by 

marginalized groups who subvert the power structure? What is the relationship between language and 

ideology that allows for its usage as a tool by both oppressor and oppressed?  Works under 

consideration will include novels by Baldwin, Morrison, Kingston, DeLillo, and Lahiri, among others.  

ENGL 670. Graduate Research in English. Contact Dr. Hoffman. 

  



Fall 2023 ENGE (English Education) Courses 

ENGE 391. Principles of Teaching English in Middle and High School. 

Nail. This methods class examines special problems encountered in 

the teaching of Language Arts. Activities range from role-playing to 

presenting videotaped micro lessons, and topics covered include 

dealing with students with exceptionalities, ESL matters, gender 

balance in the English curriculum, multiculturalism, learning styles, 

developing lesson and unit plans, exploring alternate assessment 

methods such as portfolios, and implementing technology in the 

classroom. Enrollment is limited to students admitted to the Teacher 

Education Program in English. Corequisites EDUC 400 and EDUC 390.  

ENGE 591. Principles of Teaching English in Middle and High School. Nail.  This methods class examines 

special problems encountered in the teaching of Language Arts. Activities range from role-playing to 

presenting videotaped micro lessons, and topics covered include dealing with students with 

exceptionalities, ESL matters, gender balance in the English curriculum, multiculturalism, learning styles, 

developing lesson and unit plans, exploring alternate assessment methods such as portfolios, and 

implementing technology in the classroom. Enrollment is limited to students admitted to the Teacher 

Education Program in English.  

ENGE 592. Field Experience in Teaching English. Nail, Beasley. 

Students will spend 8 hours in the classroom under the 

supervision of an English Education Professor and will work 

with a mentor teacher, in preparation for the final internship 

experience. Notes: This course requires participation in a pre- 

and post-semester orientation that follows the school district 

calendar. Enrollment is limited to students admitted to the 

Teacher Education Program in English. Modality TBA. 

  



Fall 2023 WRIT (Writing) Courses 

WRIT 307.  Fiction Writing. Hoffman.  Toni Morrison said, “If there's a book that you want to read, but it 

hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.” This class will equip you with the tools to tell your 

stories, by introducing you to foundational elements of fiction-writing craft: characterization, plot, point 

of view, style, dialogue, and much more. Student writers will draft and revise original stories, sharing 

their voices with a community of serious artists. We’ll learn and put to practice professional editorial 

skills. We’ll also read diverse contemporary short fiction and discuss publishing practices. A variety of 

writing exercises and experiments will help you generate original works of fiction. You will share these 

stories with the class in workshops, and then you will extensively 

revise with the goal of creating your best art to share with readers.  

Prerequisite(s): WRIT 101 with a grade of C- or better.  S/C/C Comm. 

WRIT 316. Poetry Writing. Sommers. The focus of this course is on 

student poetry, which will be discussed and critiqued in a workshop 

format. In addition to working on class poems, students will read the 

work of contemporary published poets and will do oral reports on 

recent collections of poems. A public reading of poems written in the 

class will be given at the end of the semester. Grades will be based on 

a portfolio of poems (with revisions) as well as on workshop 

participation and oral reports. S/C/C Comm.  

WRIT 350. Introduction to Composition Theory and 

Practice. Nail. . The Proletariat's Guide to Teaching 

Writing: There are many myths surrounding writing 

generally, and some that stem from the adage about 

"those who can" and “teaching." The most dangerous 

myth is that writing “just comes to you,” that some 

people can do it, and some people can’t. Implicit in 

this notion is the idea that writing can’t be taught, that 

any instruction in writing is really just editing and 

proof-reading. In fact, this is the opposite of writing 

instruction. But what of proletariats? Proletariats, as they are traditionally defined, have their work to 

offer, and writing is an activity that demands work. Yes, there is art involved, and perhaps that ability to 

capture art is something that is innate (to the level that it exists) in the individual. But it is also craft— 

learning to write better requires hard, dedicated work, and teaching others to write better requires 

hard, dedicated work. Edison famously said that “genius is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine percent 

perspiration,” and that applies to writing as well. Much of the focus of this class will be on the 99%, or 

on the unromantic, sweaty work of writing.  Frameworks. S/C/C Comm.  

WRIT 351. Creative Non-Fiction. Sommers. A study of the contemporary creative nonfiction genre and 

its craft that culminates in workshops where students will produce, edit, and revise original essays. 

Prerequisite(s): WRIT 101 with a grade of C- or better. S/C/C Comm.  



WRIT 431, 432, 433. Internship in English. Students will participate in writing internships and receive 

course credits (50 hours for 1 credit, 100 hours for 2 credits, 150 hours for 3 credits). Students will fulfill 

the responsibilities of the internship laid out in a 3-way learning agreement with the internship 

supervisor, student intern, and the course instructor. The goal of the course is to support and enrich 

student’s internship experience, to help them develop ideas about their professional plans, build job 

materials, and to become a better professional writer. Please contact Dr. Hiner at hinera@winthrop.edu 

if you have other internship plans (whether you’d like to receive academic credit for it or not). Students 

interested in internship opportunities should contact Dr. Hiner and look out for emails from her 

regarding internships. 

Notes: Open to majors only. WRIT 366, or 465 are highly recommended. Offered in fall and spring. Can 

be repeated 3 times for a total of 9 credits. Only 8 hrs of internship credit may be used towards 

completion of the major. Prerequisites: Completion of CRTW201 with a grade of C- or higher and 9 hours 

of ENGL and/or WRIT courses above 199 and a 2.75 GPA and permission of the Department Chair.  

S/C/C Comm. Modalities will vary with the internship opportunity. 

WRIT 465. Preparation of Oral and Written Reports. What knowledge, 

skills, and experience guide the work of business and professional 

writers? What good habits help them succeed? How do professional 

writers make decisions about their writing, their collaborations with 

others, and the roles writing plays in their organizations? Given that 

learning isn’t confined to school, how do professional writers drive 

innovation and/ keep up with their fields? By considering these and 

other questions, this course will explore concepts, theories, and 

projects through an in-depth, hands-on investigation of professional 

writing. We’ll read texts written by both scholars and practitioners 

with a mix of academic and practitioner audiences in mind. We’ll consider how research and experience 

helps build theory, and how theoretical work connects to practice. And we’ll create a wide range of 

documents which help us perform, reflect on, and share what we learn in real world communities and 

workplaces. S/C/C Comm. Oral and Writing Intensive Course 

WRIT 500. Theory and Practice of Tutoring Writers. Fitzgerald (Ralston). This course introduces new 

tutors of writing to pedagogical methods for tutoring and the theory that informs them. The course has 

a dual aim: to explore the theoretical issues in the tutoring of writing and to connect those issues to 

current and future tutoring practices. During the course we will study not only tutoring practices but 

also research and scholarship in writing processes, the nature of academic writing, writing in multiple 

disciplines, and how writers from diverse populations may approach writing tasks differently. To help 

foster a writer’s growth as a tutor, we will rely on this research to help us investigate why writing 

matters; what it entails; how the immediate situation and cultural contexts affect a writer’s choices; 

how textual features reflect different writers and ways of knowing; and most importantly, how to talk 

with writers about their writing. We will also put our study into practice by tutoring in the Writing 

Center and use this work—as well as our personal reflections and original research into writing 

processes and contexts—to help us reflect/respond to the research and perspectives of others. 

Optimally, you will leave the course with not only an intellectual understanding of tutoring writing, but 

also an ability to articulate the tutoring practices that will further your own tutoring goals and values.  

S/C/C Comm.  

mailto:hinera@winthrop.edu


WRIT 507. Advanced Fiction Writing. Hoffman. Students will write 

and workshop at least two complete works of fiction. Students will 

be required to drastically revise and re-envision their workshop 

drafts, challenging them to create polished, well-crafted works of 

literary merit. Along with workshops, students will study advanced-

level fiction craft, which they will apply to the drafting and revising 

of their fiction. The entire class will spend the semester focusing on 

one specific element of fiction-writing craft and theory, which we 

will analyze in every work of fiction we read. Students will then 

each choose additional elements of craft to study and analyze, in 

order to make themselves expert specialists. Students will read and discuss in class a variety of 

published contemporary fiction written by diverse authors. Prerequisite: HMXP 102 with a grade of C- or 

better and WRIT 307, or graduate status.  S/C/C Comm.  

 

Don’t forget to check the pre-requisites before registering for a course. 

Advising begins March 22. 

 

 


