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Congratulations to Winthrop graduates, families and friends!  
The information in this bulletin will help you prepare for commencement.  Please keep this document for future 
reference.

The December 2009 commencement ceremony for graduate degree candidates will be held on Thursday,
December 17, 2009, at the Winthrop Coliseum.  The ceremony will start at 7 p.m. and will last about an hour. 
Tickets are not required.

Please check (and update if necessary) your current address and phone number using Wingspan.  Grades 
for graduating students are collected on Wednesday, December 16.  If your eligibility to graduate changes 
because of grades, we will try to contact you on that day.  If we do not have your current phone number, 
we may not be able to contact you regarding any unmet requirements. Remember you must complete all 
requirements to participate in the commencement ceremony. You may also check the Graduation Status page on 
Wingspan to verify your status. 

If you have requested full privacy on your address information, your name will not be included in the 
commencement program.  If you wish to be included, please stop by or contact the Office of Records and 
Registration, 126 Tillman, 803/323-3695. 

If you have questions regarding commencement, please feel free to contact us.  We have listed the phone 
numbers for common questions and  concerns on the first page of this bulletin. You can also check the graduate 
Web site at www.winthrop.edu/graduateschool.

Once again, congratulations! Be proud of your academic achievement and the realization of your career goals.

Yvonne Murnane, Ph.D.
Dean, The Graduate School



Graduate Commencement 2009
Commencement Participation Policy:
Degree candidates must have successfully completed all curriculum requirements in order to participate in the 
ceremony. There will be no exceptions.

Graduation Checklist:
•	 Academic Regalia—Online at www.shop.follett.com or through The Bookworm
•	 Invitations and Announcements—order six weeks in advance of the ceremony online at 
	                                                          www.jostens.com or call 1-800-854-7464.
•	 Check-in—North entrance at the Winthrop Coliseum on Thursday, December 17, at 5:45 p.m. The doors          	
		              will open at 5:30 p.m.
•	 Procession—begins at 6:55 p.m.
•	 Ceremony—scheduled for Thursday, December 17, from 7 - 8 p.m. in the Winthrop Coliseum. The doors
			   will open at 6 p.m. for guests.  The ceremony will end at approximately 8 p.m. 
•	 Reception—to follow ceremony for all students and guests in the Coliseum.

For Additional Information: 
Academic status/eligibility		  803-323-3695		  Food services		  803-323-2134
Caps and gowns			   803-324-3122		  Invitations		  800-854-7464
Class rings			   800-854-7464		  Lodging (on campus)	 803-323-2196
Commencement			   803-323-3695		  Photographs		  800-424-3686
Diplomas			   803-323-3695		  Teacher certification	 803-323-4750
Disability services			  803-323-3290		  Transcripts		  803-323-2194

If you have any questions, please visit our Web site at www.winthrop.edu/graduateschool or feel free to contact 
Records and Registration at 323-3695.
 
We look forward to seeing you at commencement.



I.  What Happens at Commencement?
	
     A.  Line Up
	 1.	 Degree candidates should report to the check-in area, located in the North entrance to the 
		  Winthrop Coliseum, in academic cap and gown, no later than 5:45 p.m.  The area will open 
		  at 5:30 p.m.
	 2.	 Each degree candidate will be given a card with his or her name and position in 			 
		  line. Do not lose or alter this card.  If you believe the information printed is 				  
		  incorrect, please bring this to the attention of the staff at the check-in area. 
	 3.	 After receiving a card, candidates should proceed to the east hallway where 				  
		  personnel will be present to assist candidates in locating their assigned position in line.
	 4.	 Do not bring anything with you that cannot be put in your pockets as there is no 			 
		  secure area in the Coliseum.  
	 5.	 All cell phones and pagers should be turned off.
	 6.	 Guests are not permitted in the line-up area.
	

     B.  Procession
	 1.	 The procession will begin promptly at 6:55 p.m.  We cannot place students in line 			 
		  after the procession begins. 
	 2.	 Hoods should be carried on the graduate’s left arm.
	 3.	 The procession will form in the following order and proceed to the Coliseum floor: 
	 	 • Platform party
	 	 • Faculty 
	 	 • Candidates for graduate degrees
		  Faculty and degree candidates will be led by marshals and directed to their seats. 
	 4. 	 At the signal from the chief faculty marshal, the procession will enter the Coliseum. Seats will be 	
		  filled as rapidly as possible under the direction of the marshals. Please do not leave empty seats. 
		  Members of the procession and all guests will remain standing until the national anthem has
		  been sung. 



C.	Seating Chart - Winthrop Coliseum

		  Graduates
		  CBA
		  College of Business Administration
		  COE
		  Richard W. Riley College of Education
		  CVPA
		  College of Visual & Performing Arts
		  CAS
		  College of Arts & Sciences
		
		  This seating chart is approximate.
		  Exact seating will depend on the
		  number of graduates from each
		  college actually in attendance.

		
D.	 Conferring of Degrees
	 1.	 Candidates for master’s and specialist degrees will be presented to the president by 
		  the vice president for academic affairs.
	 2.	 Marshals will then direct the degree recipients from their seats to the stage.
	 3.	 Graduates will hand their name cards to the announcer. 
	 4.	 When each candidate’s name is announced:
	 	 • Give hood to the graduate director of respective college (hood should be carried on left arm)
	 	 • Turn toward the audience
	 	 • Be hooded by the dean and the graduate director of the college (a photographer will take your picture at 	
		     this time)
	 	 • Shake hands with the chair of the board of trustees	
	 	 • Receive diploma cover from dean of the Graduate School
	 	 • Shake hands with the president (a photographer will take your picture at this time)
	 	 • Exit stage and return to seat
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E.	 Final Procession
	 After singing the alma mater, the platform party will leave first, followed by the faculty.  The graduates 		
	 will exit under the direction of the marshals. The ceremony will end at approximately 8 p.m. 
 
F.	 Diplomas
	 Diplomas can be picked up from a representative of the Office of Records and Registration immediately 		
	 after the ceremony.
 
G.	 Photographs 
	 Individual graduate photographs are handled by GradTrak Graduation Images, www.gradimages.com, 		
	 1-800-424-3686.  GradTrak will contact graduates after graduation regarding the sale of the photos. 		
	 Guests may take their own photos and videos of the ceremony but must not block the aisles or the view of 		
	 other guests.  The commencement stage will be left intact following the ceremony for those guests who 		
	 wish to take photographs.
	  
H.  Winthrop Class Ring
	 The official ring of Winthrop University is reserved exclusively for alumni and graduate students who 		
	 have completed at least 18 credit hours, and undergraduate students of junior or senior standing who have 		
	 completed at least 54 credit hours.  For more information, call 1-800-854-7464.
	 
I.	 Guests
	 Family and guests of the degree candidates should be seated by 6:45 p.m. The commencement procession 		
	 begins promptly at 6:55 p.m.  Seating is on a first come, first serve basis. Reserving seats is not allowed. 		
	 The coliseum opens at 6 p.m. to accommodate all who want to find seats early. Balloons and 			 
	 balloon bouquets are not allowed in the Coliseum as they may obstruct the view of other guests. Consider
	 leaving these items in your car or having a member of your party wait outside until the ceremony 			
	 concludes.
 
J.	 Special Assistance
	 If you or your guest(s) require an auxiliary aid or service identified in the Americans with Disabilities 		
	 Act, please contact Gena Smith at 803/323-3290 (V/TTD) or visit the Services for Students with 	
	 Disabilities Web site at http://www.winthrop.edu/hcs/disability.htm.  A sign language interpreter will be
	 provided at the ceremony. 
	 Seating will be designated for guests, including the elderly, who may need special assistance. In an effort 		
	 to ensure accessible seating for those who need it, we ask that only one family member accompany the 		
	 person in the designated seating area. This will be enforced.  These individuals should plan to arrive 		
	 prior to 6:20 p.m., use the entrance for the disabled and proceed to the section for the disabled as directed 		
	 by faculty marshals.  If you have a disabled parking permit, please park your vehicle in the designated 		
	 area.



II.    Academic Attire

	 A.  Academic Regalia
	 	 All commencement participants must wear only appropriate academic regalia, which is 		
		  distributed to students through the campus bookstore, The Bookworm.  Men remove academic 	
		  caps during the singing of the national anthem and the alma mater. Tassels should be worn on 	
		  the left front side for master’s degree candidates.
		  
		  You may order your cap, gown and hood from The Bookworm in person or by telephone (803/	
		  324-3122). The Bookworm hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 6
		  p.m. and Sunday 1 - 6 p.m.  The cap, gown and tassel are sold as a unit for $45. The hood is sold 	
		  separately for $32.  The Bookworm will ship via UPS to your home or work address but not to a 
		  post office box.  Shipping will cost approximately $6.95. Orders for regalia should be submitted at 	
		  least 30 days prior to commencement.
 

	 B. 	 Hoods
	 	 The color of the hoods worn by graduate degree candidates is determined by discipline. The 	
		  table below lists the master’s degrees Winthrop University offers and the hood colors that 		
		  correspond to each.
 

	 Invitations and announcements are available through Jostens.  Students may order them online at 		
www.jostens.com or by telephone at 1-800-854-7464.  The minimum order is 25.  Announcements 	
should be ordered six weeks in advance of the commencement ceremony. Students may also have 
invitations printed at local print shops or print their own. 

III.	 Invitations and Announcements

  College of Business Administration
	 • Master of Science (M.S.) - Drab
	 • Executive Master of Business Administration
	    (E.M.B.A.) - Drab
	 • Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) – Drab
  Richard W. Riley College of Education
	 • Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) - Light Blue
	 • Master of Education (M.ED.) - Light Blue
	 • Master of Science (M.S.) - Sage Green
 

College of Visual and Performing Arts
	 • Master of Arts (M.A.) - White
	 • Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) - Brown
	 • Master of Music (M.M) - Pink
	 • Master of Music Education (M.M.E.) - Pink
College of Arts and Sciences
	 • Master of Arts (M.A.) - White
	 • Master of Liberal Arts (M.L.A.) - White
	 • Master of Mathematics (M.MTH.) - Gold
	 • Master of Science (M.S.) - Gold
	 • Specialist in School Psychology (S.S.P.) - Gold
	 • Master of Social Work - (M.S.W.) - Citron



IV. Directions to Winthrop Coliseum

	

	
	
	

From Southbound I-77:
	 Proceed to Exit 82-B in Rock Hill (Cherry Road Exit). At the third traffic light, turn left onto 
	 U.S. 21 Bypass. Turn right at the first traffic light onto Eden Terrace. Proceed for 1.5 miles. 	 	
	 Coliseum will be on your left.

From Northbound I-77:
	 Proceed to Exit 82-B in Rock Hill. Follow directions noted above.

From Southbound I-85:
	 In Charlotte, N.C., take I-77 south to Rock Hill. Follow southbound I-77 directions above.

From Northbound I-85:
	 Proceed to Exit 102 (Earl). Turn right and follow S.C. HWY 5 to Rock Hill. In Rock Hill, turn
	 left onto Cherry Road (S.C. 322). Travel approximately 1 mile to Charlotte Avenue. Turn right 	
	 onto Charlotte Avenue. At the first light turn left onto Eden Terrace. Proceed until you see the 	
	 coliseum on the right.

From Charlotte Douglas Airport:
	 Follow Billy Graham Parkway to I-77. Follow southbound I-77 directions above.

From S.C. Route 72:
	 Turn left onto S.C. Route 901 (Heckle Bypass). Proceed to S.C. 322 (Cherry Road); turn right
	 and travel approximately 2 miles to Charlotte Avenue. Turn right onto Charlotte Avenue. At the
	 first traffic light turn left onto Eden Terrace. Proceed until you see the coliseum on the right.



IV.	 Directions and Parking
	
	 Degree candidates should park in the north parking lot of the coliseum. Campus Police will direct 	 	
	 you to the nearest available space. Please enter the coliseum ONLY through the north tunnel. 

	 Due to parking availability carpooling is highly encouraged. 

	 *Note: Parking off of Winthrop property could lead to your vehicle being towed.
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	 * Traffic in the Winthrop Coliseum area will be congested on commencement day. Please heed the signs
	 that will be posted to aid traffic flow and follow the directions of Campus Police who will be stationed
	 in the parking lots.	



V. Visitor and Family Accommodations in Rock Hill

	 At the heart of Winthrop’s campus is Joynes Hall, home of the Inn at Winthrop. The 	
	 Inn at Winthrop features 12 elegantly appointed suites. Designed in the Neo-Georgian 	
	 architectural style, Joynes Hall (1926) offers the conveniences and amenities of 		
	 a modern lodging facility, but in a historic, traditional setting. Located at the campus’s 	
	 main entrance, on Memorial Drive, Joynes Hall is also home to the Visitor’s Center.  	
	 For accommodations, visit www.winthrop.edu/inn or call 1-800-505-2226.

	 For additional local accommodations, contact the York County Visitors and
	 Convention Bureau at www.visityorkcounty.com or 1-800-866-5200.



VI.  Frequently Asked Questions
	
	 Q.	 Do I have to be issued tickets for my guests to attend the ceremony?
	 A.	 No. There is no limit to the number of guests you may invite.
 
	 Q. 	 May I wear regalia from a club or organization to the ceremony or decorate my cap?
	 A. 	 No. All commencement participants must wear only appropriate academic regalia, distributed to 		

		  students through the campus bookstore, The Bookworm.
 
	 Q. 	 Will I receive my diploma when I cross the stage?
	 A.   	 No. You will receive a diploma cover when you cross the stage.  Your diploma can be picked up 		

		  immediately after the ceremony.
 
	 Q. 	 What time is the reception for the graduates?
	 A. 	 A reception will be held for all graduates and their guests in the Coliseum immediately following 		

		  the ceremony.
 
	 Q. 	 How will I know where to sit during the ceremony?
	 A.	 When you arrive, you will be given a card with your name and your position in line. You will be led 		

		  to your seat in the coliseum by the student marshals; just follow the person in front of you.
 
	 Q.	 Where do I put my keys, cell phone, pager, purse, etc.?
	 A. 	 Do not bring anything with you that cannot be put in your pockets as there is no secure area in the 		

		  lineup area. All cell phones and pagers should be turned off.
	
	 Q.	 May I participate in the commencement if I have not completed all program and degree 		

		  requirements?
	 A	.	 No, only degree candidates that have completed all curriculum requirements may participate at the 		

		  ceremony. There will be no exceptions. 
 
		

	 Please visit the Web site at www.winthrop.edu/graduateschool for up-to-date information.




