
ate Research and Creative 

Endeavors (SOURCE) in 

April, including many of the 

159-plus students who pre-

sented or performed their 

work at professional confer-

ences. 

Whether they grew from 

coursework, provided focus 

for Honors theses, or con-

tributed to ongoing, grant-

funded studies, these pro-

jects provided students with 

key hands-on experiences in 

their fields, giving each an 

important competitive edge 

in preparing for life after 

Winthrop. We look forward 

to celebrating their contin-

ued success!   

How does social media use 

affect one’s mental health? 

What is the best way to tax 

e-commerce? How is mi-

croplastics pollution affect-

ing the Catawba River? 

These are just three ques-

tions posed by Winthrop 

undergraduates this year. 

In total, 406 students were 

engaged in a record 388 

creative and research pro-

jects captured in our annu-

al compilation, Under-

graduate Scholarship 

and Creative Activity 

2019 (available online).   

In addition to the unprece-

dented number of student 

projects (and involvement 

of 176 Winthrop faculty 

and staff mentors), 2018-

2019 saw expanded partici-

pation from across campus, 

with representation from at 

least 34 academic depart-

ments and programs. Rec-

ord numbers also partici-

pated in our Fifth Annual 

Showcase of Undergradu-

The SOURCE Awards Cele-

bration on April 12 hon-

ored 74 students who 

were recognized for out-

standing research or crea-

tive work. These accolades 

included awards for stu-

dents’ writing, conference 

presentations and perfor-

mances, juried artwork, 

and, for the first time, ad-

judicated SOURCE presen-

tations. 

The College of Arts and 

Sciences also announced 

this year’s Caskey Student 

Scholars — Cale Gaster, 

Lauren Leonard, and 

Sydney Strother — and 

the Outstanding Faculty 

Mentors, Drs. Kristen 

and Zach Abernathy. 

Later in April, Joey Jen-

nings received a prestig-

ious Graduate Research Fel-

lowship from the NSF, one 

of only 3 sociology awards 

nationwide!   

The 2019 compilation of stu-
dent work, available on the 
UR webpage 

Record Participation in Research, 
Creative Activity during 2018-2019 

I n  t h i s  
I s s u e :  

Summer Research 
2019 

2 

You, Too, Can Do 
UR! 

2 

Upcoming Events 2 

Students, Mentors Recognized for 
Award-Winning Work 

W i n t h r o p  U n i v e r s i t y  
U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  Undergraduate 

Research Update  
Summer 2019 V o l u m e  4  

2 0 1 8- 2 0 1 9  by  
t h e  N u m be r s :  

 Over 406 student 
participants, across 
34 academic 
departments and 
programs 

 Over 159 students 
presenting at 
conferences 

 225 projects 
showcased at 
SOURCE 2019 



P a g e  2  

Participants in SURE 2019 

You, Too, Can Do Undergraduate 
Research! 

Upcoming Events and Deadlines 

Busy Summer for Student Research 
What did you do this summer? 

More than 75 students pur-

sued research on campus as 

part of the McNair Scholars 

Program, the Winthrop Initia-

tive for STEM Educators 

(WISE) and the Winthrop 

Summer Undergraduate Re-

search Experience (SURE). 

Twelve McNair Scholars com-

pleted the Summer Research 

Experience on campus. Select-

ed via a competitive application 

process, Scholars receive train-

ing and support toward Ph.D.-

level study in their fields of in-

terest. (Applications for 

2019-2020 will be available 

soon, due in October.) 

Eleven WISE Summer Interns 

from Winthrop and York Tech 

pursued research related to wa-

ter quality and visited middle- 

and high-school classrooms. 

Fifty-five students took part in the 

14th annual SURE Program, pur-

suing research in biology, chemis-

try, physics, geology, and math. 

They will present posters on their 

work on Friday, October 4. All 

are welcome!  

Requests for Fall 2019 student travel support due 

SURE Poster Session, Richardson Ballroom (DIGS) 

Requests for Spring 2020 student travel support due 

Submissions due for Undergraduate Scholarship and Creative 

Activity 2020 and SOURCE 2020 (Window opens 11/1/19) 

NCUR 2020, Montana State U. (Abstracts due 12/6/19) 

SOURCE 2020 

October 1, 2019 

October 4 

February 4, 2020 

March 4 

 

March 25-28 

April 24 

student’s field. While 

many students pursue 

UR as juniors or seniors, 

others begin as early as 

the freshman year. 

How do I get started? 

Talk to faculty and stu-

dents in your major or 

area(s) of interest. You 

may be required to com-

plete UR projects in your 

major coursework  

(Research Methods, The-

sis courses, etc.). You 

may also have opportunities 

to pursue extra-curricular 

projects, either paid or un-

paid. Faculty (including your 

academic advisor) will be 

able to give you a sense of 

those options. Then, find out 

about the research or creative 

interests of potential faculty 

mentors—check the WU web-

site to start—and chat with 

candidates to find a good fit. 

At Winthrop, motivated 

researchers will find en-

thusiastic mentors. 

Want to have your re-

search or creative work 

included in the next news-

letter? Not sure how to get 

started? Here are a few 

answers to FAQs. . . . 

Who can do undergradu-

ate research (UR)? Every 

undergraduate at Win-

throp, in every academ-

ic major, can pursue 

UR—a project that makes 

an original intellectual or 

creative contribution to the 

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  R e s e a r c h  U p d a t e   

Dr. Robin Lammi, Director 

222 Dinkins Hall 

Rock Hill, SC 29733 

803/323-3397 

uresearch@winthrop.edu 

www.winthrop.edu/

undergradresearch  


