
University 

'Found' actress, Winthrop graduate Shanola Hampton returns as commencement speaker 
Post and Courier, Aiken Standard, March 27 
*Shanola Hampton ’98 will speak at the morning Commencement ceremony and 
receive an honorary degree. 

Former textile mill in Charlotte suburb gets makeover for offices, retail 
Costar, March 26 
*The Thread project has been selected by an independent panel of industry experts as 
the winner of a 2025 CoStar Impact Award for redevelopment of the year for Charlotte. 
The article mentions the partnership with Winthrop. 

Faculty 

Straight Talk 04-01-25: Tracy Patterson, Associate Director Winthrop Visual and Performing 
Arts/Lauren Grad, Director of Communications – reopening of Byrnes Auditorium 
WRHI, April 1 (more on the reopening at WRHI and at Tega Cay Sun) 
*Tracy Patterson and Lauren Grad outline their backgrounds, ties to Winthrop, the 
Byrnes renovation and re-opening events for the historic auditorium.  

In Black and White 
Post and Courier, Summerville Journal Scene, March 29 
*Retired art faculty members Phil and Marge Moody have a joint exhibition in 
Summerville. 

Democrats still push diversity bills: 'We're not going to fade into the woodwork' 
USA Today, March 29 
*Political Science Professor Adolphus Belk Jr. said that Democrats are introducing 
diversity bills although there is little hope they will pass. 

This Week in SC 
SC ETV, March 29 
*Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon talks about the latest Winthrop Poll and 
looking ahead to the governor’s race.  

Commentary: Many SC moderates wish our politics will change. Here's why it probably 
won't. 
Post and Courier, March 19 
*Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon said those frustrated with the extreme 
nature of our politics should get used to the status quo. 
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Thompson Creek Bootcamp 
Carolina Wildlands Foundation, March edition 
*Sal Blair in biology gave a demonstration about a fish study at the Chesterfield, S.C., 
wildlife refuge and will present at the upcoming spring wrapup. Student Jamison 
Sheen has an internship there.  

Winthrop Poll 

Map Shows Donald Trump's Approval Rating in Each State 2 Months Into Term 
Newsweek, March 27 

SC congressman likely to join governor’s race, sees this as only opportunity 
SC Daily Gazette, March 6 
*As U.S. Rep. Ralph Norman thinks about running for governor, he needs to work on his 
name recognition, according to the latest Winthrop Poll results. 

Future Students 

With stigma fading and scholarships available, video games take off at Clark County 
schools as extracurricular activity 
The Columbian, March 22 
Cody Sigler, 17, a Prairie senior and a varsity team captain, received esports 
scholarship offers from multiple colleges, including $4,000 from Winthrop, which he 
decided to attend in the fall. 

Alumni 

Driggers named Interim Administrator for Town of Blythewood 
The Voice, March 27 
*Ed Driggers ’92, a member of the Board of Trustees, has been selected for this interim 
role.  

Former Winthrop basketball player has become social media all-star 
Queen City News, March 27 
*Bjorn Broman ’17, ’19, has more than a million followers on TikTok, Instagram and 
YouTube. 

Rock Hill Names Award Winners during Annual Volunteer Celebration 
City of Rock Hill, March 26 
*John Coleman ’81 received the David Boone Advisory Award for dedication to 
providing volunteer services to PRT advisory committees.  
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03/25/2025: Montrio Belton & James Burns, Rock Hill School District Board Members 
WRHI Palmetto Mornings, March 25 
*Montrio Belton ’96, ’99, talks about the district’s finances.  

Other News 

York Tech celebrates 60th anniversary with new programs, new mascot, search for alumni 
Post and Courier, March 24 
 
SC anti-DEI bill advances without requirement on private contractors 
SC Daily Gazette, March 19 
*A pared-down version of a bill prohibiting state agencies, local governments and 
universities from using diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives has advanced to the 
House floor. 

SC Commission on Higher Education Enhances Transparency with New Data Resources 
CN2Now, March 19 
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