
University 

How Winthrop Plans to Tackle SC Teacher Shortage Through a New $6M Residency Program 
Rock Hill Herald, MSN, Jan. 17 (others include SC Daily Gazette, AOL, WRHI, HEREROCKHILL 
etc.) 
*Quotes Education Dean Beth Costner. 

Winthrop Students Learn about Legacy and Impact during MLK Activities 
WRHI, Jan. 17 
*Service projects and educational programs are offered during the observation of MLK Week.  

Faculty/Staff 

Winthrop Brain Cancer Study Part of $12 Million Grant Money Influx 
Post and Courier, Jan. 21 
*Biology Associate Professor Dan Stovall was awarded a grant last fall to study brain cancer.  

01/20/25: Josh Sides / Winthrop ESports Director 
Palmetto Mornings, Jan. 20 
*Josh Sides, who leads the esports program, was recently recognized as director of the year. 

Editorial: Time to Study SC Colleges or, Better Still, Govern Them 
Post and Courier, Jan. 20  
*Governor Henry McMaster’s budget once again calls for a systemic review of the state’s 33 
public institutions of higher education to look at sustainability, accessibility, and affordability. 
The editorial board agrees it is needed. It also calls for a Board of Governors to work together 
as a system to provide the best possible education to all state students, rather than simply 
providing the best possible outcomes for the colleges themselves. 

Winthrop Cornhole Coach Dusty Thompson & Players Luke Bryant & Gavin Hamann 
Palmetto Mornings, WRHI, Jan. 15 (also in the Rock Hill Herald article and video) 
*Coach Dusty Thompson and his players talked about their inaugural season and success at 
the national championship. Luke Bryant won high school championships in wrestling and 
football and now a college championship in cornhole. (Staunton News Leader, Jan. 10) 

Stephanie Thompkins, President Womens’ Art Initiative, Founding President Grazier Rhea and 
Caroline Rust 
Straight Talk, WRHI, Jan. 13 
*Caroline Rust ’97 joined two others to talk about the 10th anniversary of the Women’s Art 
Initiative.  

Ralph Norman Supports Speaker Ahead of Budget Talks 
Post and Courier, Jan. 9 
*Quotes Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon. 

Straight Talk, James Grigg 
WRHI, Jan. 8 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/education-and-learning/higher-education/how-winthrop-plans-to-tackle-sc-teacher-shortage-through-a-new-6m-residency-program/ar-AA1xmUmp?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://scdailygazette.com/2025/01/21/sc-colleges-awarded-6m-federal-grant-to-pay-student-teachers-combat-teacher-shortage/
https://www.aol.com/family-wanted-love-learning-getter-120000905.html
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/winthrop-gets-6-million-dollar-grant-to-collaborate-with-3-other-institutions-to-create-model-for-teacher-residencies-196139
https://www.hererockhill.com/winthrop-university-teacher-residency/
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/winthrop-students-learn-about-legacy-and-impact-during-mlk-activities-196170
https://www.postandcourier.com/rock-hill/news/winthrop-grant-biology-brain-cancer-glioblastoma-nih/article_e614b0c0-d419-11ef-abff-3f3f0ebb406d.html
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/01-20-25-josh-sides-winthrop-esports-director-196220
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/editorials/sc-colleges-board-of-governors/article_3edc733e-d355-11ef-a733-4f2caa023937.html
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/01-15-2025-winthrop-cornhole-coach-dusty-thompson-players-luke-bryant-gavin-hamann-196112
https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/education/article298554153.html
https://www.heraldonline.com/sports/college/article298616878.html
https://www.newsleader.com/story/sports/high-school/2025/01/10/national-college-cornhole-championship-winthrop-luke-bryant/76856890007/
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/straight-talk-01-13-25-stephanie-thompkins-president-womens-art-initative-founding-president-grazier-rhea-and-caroline-rust-celebrating-their-10th-anniversary-196067
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/straight-talk-01-13-25-stephanie-thompkins-president-womens-art-initative-founding-president-grazier-rhea-and-caroline-rust-celebrating-their-10th-anniversary-196067
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/ralph-norman-house-speaker-sc/article_24b0e360-cde1-11ef-b68a-6747eb5c34ff.html
https://www.wrhi.com/2025/01/straight-talk-01-08-25-james-justice-griggs-winthrop-university-facilities-management-195913


*James Grigg, associate vp for facilities management, talked about a variety of facilities 
projects. 

Alumni 

White Knoll High Theater Teacher Remembered for Dedication to Her Family and Students 
Lexington Chronicle, Jan. 18 
*Brandi Owensby ’06 passed away on Jan. 12. 

This Bride Challenged Her Guests to a Wedding Day 5K—and Ran 18:34 
Runner’s World, Jan. 9 
*Features Liv Paxton-Sprankle ’22 who is the daughter of recently retired Track and Field 
Coach Ben Paxton. 

Taylor Dickson's Happy Gilmore Golf Bag is Talk of Sony Open 2025 
Golf Week, Jan. 9 
*Taylor Dickson ’15 made his PGA Tour debut recently at the Sony Open in Hawaii. 

Other News 

Voters Who Approved SC’s Lottery Never Intended it to Fund K-12 Vouchers, Democrats Argue 
SC Daily Gazette, Jan. 16 

SC Lottery Seeks Law Change Allowing Debit Card Purchases 
SC Daily Gazette, Jan. 15 

 

https://www.lexingtonchronicle.com/stories/brandi-owensby-theatre-teacher-at-white-knoll-high-dies-at-40,115273
https://www.runnersworld.com/news/a63410621/beat-the-bride-5k/
https://golfweek.usatoday.com/story/sports/golf/pga/2025/01/09/2025-sony-open-happy-gilmore-taylor-dickson-swag-golf/77567588007/
https://scdailygazette.com/2025/01/16/voters-who-approved-scs-lottery-never-intended-it-to-fund-k-12-vouchers-democrats-argue/?emci=6bd3f404-afd5-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=a51c55af-bbd5-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=544815
https://scdailygazette.com/2025/01/15/sc-lottery-seeks-law-change-allowing-debit-card-purchases/?emci=097f2cf6-efd2-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=cc3cc932-4dd3-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=544815

