
University 

Miracle Park Rock Hill to Break Ground on Final Phases of Construction 
WRHI, Jan. 29  (similar story in Post and Courier and WCNC) 
*Winthrop is part of a partnership with the city of Rock Hill on the park located on Eden 
Terrace. 

Will Trump’s Federal Funding Order Hurt Winthrop, Clinton? Leaders Scramble to Figure it Out 
Rock Hill Herald and AOL, Jan. 29 (Queen City News)  
*Winthrop officials said they are conferring with funding agencies on the executive order. 

Winthrop University Adds First Doctoral Program 
WFAE, Jan. 23  (Others highlighting it are WRHI and WCNC) 

Faculty/Staff 

02/03/2025: Marisa Youngs & Josh Frye (Winthrop University Trumpet Ensemble) & Courtney Wyatt 
Palmetto Mornings, WRHI, Feb. 3 
*Winthrop’s trumpet ensemble and the Clover High trumpet ensemble are headed to the 
trumpet finals in Houston in March.  

Busy First Week for Trump’s Second Term 
Spectrum News, Jan. 28 (election analysis at LSE Blogs) 
*Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon discusses some of Trump’s big moves of the week.  

Politics and Society in Middle Earth: The Lord of the Rings 
RTN Productions, Jan. 27 
*Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon talks about a class he teaches and how it relates 
to current times.  

Coach Ben Paxton – Winthrop Cross Country and Track & Field Coach – Retiring after 32 Years 
Palmetto Mornings, WRHI, Jan. 22 
*Coach Ben Paxton retired Jan. 20. 

Students 

VALORANT Challengers NA 2025: Teams, Schedule, Info 
Sports Illustrated, Jan. 27 
*The Winthrop VALORANT team has qualified for the 2025 circuit.  

Athletics 

Winthrop and Founders Announce Expanded Partnership With a $1.5 Million Dollar Investment 
WRHI, Jan. 31 
*The Winthrop Ballpark will be renamed Founders Field. 
 
For 27 Years, Jack Frost Always Put Winthrop Athletics First. Now It’s His Time to Shine 
Rock Hill Herald, Jan. 30 (similar Hall of Fame story on WRHI) 
*Now retired, Jack Frost reflects on his time at Winthrop in sports information and his 
induction with others into the Athletics Hall of Fame.  
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https://www.wrhi.com/2025/02/winthrop-athletics-inducts-2025-hall-of-fame-class-196548


Alumni  

Cherokee Co. Schools Reveal Finalists for Superintendent 
Yahoo, Jan. 31 
*Dr. Terrance Sanders ’10 is one of three finalists for Cherokee County Superintendent. 

Black Artists Who are Making Charlotte Their Canvas 
NinerTimes, Jan. 29 
*Abel Jackson ’99 has created countless murals in the Queen City, which are vibrant and 
colorful and reflect moments in Black history.  

Crafting Innovative Approaches for Analyzing Data - Dr. Zachary K. Collier 
Diverse Education, Jan. 29 
*Dr. Zachary Collier ’13 believes that every obstacle can be overcome.  

2025 Dayton Dragons Coaching Staff 
Dayton News, Jan. 23 
*Dominic Cothern ’20 is the strength and conditioning coach.  

Winthrop University Names New Interior Design Center After Esteemed Alumnus J. Robert 
Bazemore 
Officeinsight, Jan. 17 
*Winthrop will name its newly developed 5,000-square-foot Interior Design Center, located at 
The Thread, in honor of J. Robert Bazemore ’85.  

Other News  

USC Touts Value of a College Degree Amid Concerns of ‘Enrollment Cliff’ 
S.C. Daily Gazette, Jan. 24 
*College graduates earn $28,000 more annually, on average, than a high school graduate who 
went straight to work, according to a semi-annual study on the economic impact of the state’s 
largest college system. 
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