
University 

WinthropLIFE Program Ensures Employment for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 
WRHI, Feb. 14 
*Ryan Morrison ’13, program director for WinthropLIFE, says that all 23 students in the 
program are employed.  

Faculty/Staff 

Straight Talk: Beth Costner and Jenna Hallman 
WRHI, Feb. 17 
*Beth Costner, Winthrop’s education dean, and Jenna Hallman of the Center for Educator 
Recruitment, Retention and Advancement (CERRA), talked about a $6 million grant awarded to 
Winthrop to coordinate a paid residency program for education majors at several schools.  

Straight Talk: Dr. John Holder, Winthrop Political Science Professor – Presidential Elections 
WRHI, Feb. 13 
*Political Science Instructor John Holder talked about the 2024 election of President Trump 
and his first days in office.  

Rock Hill Puts Gettys Center Up for Sale as Artists Rally Together. Can They Save It? 
Rock Hill Herald, Feb. 13 (similar article in Post and Courier) 
*Mike Gentry ’08, director of the Winthrop Galleries, spoke at a Rock Hill City Council meeting 
on the value of the Gettys Center as an art center for performances, tourism and artist hub.  

Palmetto Mornings: Michelle Shaffer & Melanie Sanders  
WRHI, Feb. 12 
*Melanie Sanders, director of the Macfeat Laboratory School, and Michelle Shaffer, executive 
director of MaxAbilities, talked about their partnership. 

Alumni 

Augusta Tech President Dr. Jermaine Whirl Named New SSU President 
WJBF, Feb. 11 
*Dr. Jermaine Whirl ’06 was chosen as the only finalist and then named president of Savannah 
State University. 

Other News 

Google Teams Up with Rock Hill’s Cornhole Headquarters for Super Bowl Ad 
Post and Courier, Feb. 11 
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