University

Upstate Congressman Ralph Norman moves his Rock Hill office onto Winthrop University

campus
Post and Courier, May 6

Higher Ed Watch: Winthrop Accused of Racism
FitsNews, May 5

SC State University leader to get $80K raise. Winthrop president to get $51K hike
The State, Rock Hill Herald, April 30
*President Serna received a salary increase from the Agency Head Salary

Commission.
Winthrop Poll Results with Political Science Professor Scott Huffmon

Palmetto Mornings: Dr. Scott Huffmon
WRHI, May 5

Polls and Popes | This Week in SC - YouTube
YouTube, May 2

Poll shows SC split over Trump's job performance
WCNC, April 28

How South Carolinians feel about Trump nearly 100 days in, according to new poll
WCBD, April 28 (similar story in SC Daily Gazette and Anderson Observer and with WIS
and Fox News and Atlanta Journal-Constitution — behind a paywall)

Faculty/Staff

Straight Talk 04-29-25: Mark Prosser — Winthrop Men’s Basketball Coach

WRHI, May 1

*Coach Mark Prosser talks about major changes in college basketball with the settling
of the NCAA lawsuit.

Straight Talk 04-24-25: Chuck Rey, Winthrop Athletic Director — NIL Impact on Winthrop
WRHI, April 24
*Athletic Director Chuck Rey talks about the NIL impact on the university.

Students

Winthrop students tackle real-world marketing challenge in EPIC Competition

Post and Courier, May 2
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*Eight interdisciplinary student teams recently competed in the Employer Provided
Innovation Challenge (EPIC).

Winthrop University Student Affairs Recognizes Efforts by Outstanding Students
WRHI, April 23
*Student awards announced by the Student Affairs division.

Carolina Wildlands Foundation

Newsletter, April

*Carolina Wildlands hosted presentations from Spring 2025 Field Biology interns and
Research Fellows on April 4.

Intern Jamison Sheen: “Benthic macroinvertebrates as bioindicators of stream
health”

Fellow Abby Bowers: “Fish Guide for Thompson Creek”

Alumni

Laurence Manning Academy’s new volleyball head coaches

Clarendon County, May 4
*Laurence Manning Academy hires Elize Hensley ’18 as head coach of the junior
varsity volleyball team.

Lake Wylie High School has its first principal, as do two other Clover schools

Rock Hill Herald, April 30

*The Clover School District named Ninth Grade Campus principal Calub Courtwright
’06 to lead Lake Wylie High.

Lexington County School District One announces 2 leadership changes in the district
Lexington Ledger, April 24
*Stephanie L. Burgess 10 will serve as the new principal of Gilbert Middle School.

Other News

Board votes to close Limestone University

Spectrum, April 30 (similar at SC Daily Gazette)

*Limestone shut its doors at the end of this academic semester.

Businessman donates $75M to USC for arts and sciences internships, brain research

SC Daily Gazette, April 24

*The gift from Peter McCausland and his wife, Bonnie, of Palm Beach, Florida, marks
the largest single donation to South Carolina’s largest public university system. He is
the founder of the world’s fifth largest supplier of specialty gas.
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Trump signs education orders, including overhaul of college accreditations

SC Daily Gazette, April 24

*President Donald Trump signed a series of education-focused orders related to
accreditation in higher education, school discipline policies, historically Black
colleges and universities, artificial intelligence in education and workforce
development.
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