


DIRECTOR’S NOTE

I had the privilege of dancing in Cabaret years ago, and it is an
experience that has stayed with me ever since. The impact of
Cabaret is so poignant because this story will always be deeply
connected to the questions and concerns of our contemporary
world, for all generations, for all time. When we return to this
story, we are forced to acknowledge that the echoes of the
persecution of Jews in 30s and 40s Europe remain active
around the world, alongside the persecution of other
marginalized communities.

Set in Berlin during the final years of the Weimar Republic,
Cabaret introduces us to a world of artistic freedom and
expressive living. Berlin was a global hub for queer culture,
community, and scientific research, and the Kit Kat Club
celebrates this. Club culture in Berlin in the late 20s and early
30s was also a hub for political satire. Pay attention.

Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazis systematically dismantled
Germany’s vibrant pre-war queer culture. Approximately
100,000 men were arrested under laws criminalizing
homosexuality, and thousands were imprisoned in
concentration camps. The pink triangle was used to identify
many of these men. Jewish people were targeted, persecuted,
and murdered on an even greater scale: approximately six
million Jews were murdered by Nazi Germany and its
collaborators during the Holocaust, representing roughly two-
thirds of Europe’s Jewish population. Cabaret acknowledges this
truth while also reminding us that Nazi persecution extended
to countless other people deemed “other” by the regime,
including Roma and Sinti people, people with disabilities,
political opponents, and many other marginalized communities.

As we board the train for Cabaret, we will be faced with
questions from these characters, questions about what we see,
what we choose to ignore, what we are willing to accept, and
when we decide to act.

One question remains at the heart of this story: What would
you do?

Acknowledgement without action falls flat. Seeing injustice is
not the same as confronting it. Recognizing the warning signs is
not the same as responding to them.

The train is already moving.
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Based on the play by Frank Wedekind
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