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~INTERMISSION~
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Reflecting on Sondhiem’s words, I was reminded that the stories we tell
ourselves often begin in the home, coming from a deep history of the lives lived
before us, and often play into the conscious and unconscious choices we make.
Those choices, regardless of how big or small, permeate into the world and
shape society. This production of Into the Woods is set in a childhood home. A
place where a baker once told his child fairy tales and stories from the past is
now overtaken by nature, and the echoes of history and choices linger in the
space. Returning to uncover a deeper understanding of the stories inherited, we
begin the journey through once upon a time…

On the surface, fairy tales are entertainment. They are straightforward in order
to teach children a lesson. They aim to bestow wisdom and bravery. Through
Cinderella, children learn the importance of goodness; from Little Red Riding
Hood, the danger of trusting strangers; with Jack, the repercussions of greed.
However, life is not just good and bad, it is messy, complex, deep, and beautiful.
As Sondhiem and Lapine explore beyond happily ever after, it is revealed that
heroes can be selfish, villains can be right, and these characters have to choose
what they believe. As in life, these characters are faced with challenges. Their
choices can either break cycles or continue them, and whichever they choose
inevitably impacts those around them. After all, no one is alone. This story is a
beautiful telling of consequences, action, and redemption. It invites us to reflect
on how our own stories shape identity and the future. As we commune in the
theatre, I hope we all are reminded of the impact our stories have on one
another through words, actions, and the false sense of safety we inaccurately
refer to as inaction.

Careful the tale you tell, that is the spell. 

Children will listen. 
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