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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The 25  Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a musical ABOUT a Spelling
Bee….but it is more than that. This beautiful score and book are filled with
outrageous laughs, bemoaning the treacherous life of middle school. What drew
me to this show is the social construct of winning. “The best spellers don’t
necessarily win.” This theme repeats often in this musical, and this caused me to
delve deeper into the concept of winning. Winning (or losing) is a social construct
that we have created and is often circumstantial. How we define it also depends
on how we were raised. Were you taught to be ultracompetitive or more docile?
Was competition thrust at you, or did you crave it? Winning never truly defines
you or what you can become.

th

Spelling Bee examines winning, how to be competitive, and how that measures
our success. Is this really the right message to give our children? Being kind,
having empathy, being sincere, and being a good citizen are far better
barometers of true success. The lessons we teach our children and how we treat
one another, especially at this time in the world, must be handled with loving
care.

I challenge that the losers don’t really lose after all. Besides, who are they trying
to win for? They themselves? Their parents? I invite you to take a closer look at
the relationships between these parents and children and reflect on your own
life. As parents, are we absentee, are we too blasé, or are we helicopter parents?
This show also invites us into everyone’s unique and complicated story. Each
child (and the adults, too) deals with growing up and the challenges of
adolescence in their own way. As parents, we might reexamine how much more
complicated and far more capable children are than we give them credit for as
they grow.

Sit back and experience the students’ joy, pain, heartache, and spelling. And
remember, “The best spellers don’t necessarily win.” 


