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Overview and Goals of the Course.

This is one of the three core courses of the Master of Liberal Arts program. It complements and
completes the rational and empirical approaches in “The Search for Order,” the theme and
purpose of the Master of Liberal Arts program at Winthrop University. In this course, we will
discover how intuition and creativity are used as epistemological approaches to knowing, and will
survey how authors and practitioners from varied disciplines and backgrounds have explored the
intuitive path.

By the end of this course, students will have learned about:
O Intuition as it is currently understood.

[0 Intuition understood in relation to instinct and intellect.

[0 The relationship between intuition and creativity.

O Intuition and creativity in different domains.

O Graduate-level critical reading of sources, writing, presenting, and research.

Course Evaluation.

O Three Interpretive Essays (font 12, double spacing, 3-4 pages in length, minimum) (30% --
10% per essay). In these review essays, you will respond to an assigned question or theme. In
addition to exploring the ideas, concepts, and implications tied to the question, you will interact
with the relevant course texts and draw conclusions based on what you have read and learned
during the semester. | expect these essays to be well thought-out and well written. Since they may
provide the basis for your participation in class, they must be completed on the day that they are
due and they cannot be turned in if you are not in class, unless for documented illness or
compelling reasons.

O Investigative Paper (font 12, double spacing, 15 pages in length, minimum) (30%). During the
first half of the semester, we will take time to showcase different authors, books, and ideas that
connect with our readings and discussions. If you wish to take one of the course themes and
explore it further, you can as a more in-depth project. Or, you can focus on a book or set of
writings that explore an area relevant to the broad themes of intuitive knowing not covered in



class. These major papers should be well crafted and written. Steps leading to the investigative
paper will be included in the paper grade (1. prospectus; 2. annotated bibliography; 3.
bibliography, abstract, summary of main arguments and conclusion). Further detail on the
investigative paper will be presented in class.

O Short written responses to one or two questions related to the weekly assigned readings
(15%). This will take up the first 10 minutes of each class seminar. You will get them back at the
beginning of our following meeting. At the end of the semester please hand them in together in a
folder.

O Active Participation (15%) This is a graduate-level seminar. The enrollment is purposely kept
low to ensure a class environment conducive to conversation, interaction, and active participation.
The latter term includes probing and questioning the ideas and concepts presented in the readings,
thinking and wondering out loud, and posing questions to presenters and peers. Each of you
should come to class prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that week. | encourage you to
take notes on the readings. Everyone is expected to make a contribution to the work of the class,
whether by asking questions, making comments, suggesting criticisms, or offering insights.
Contributions should be thoughtful and meaningful, and indicate familiarity with the readings
assigned for each class.

O Final Paper Presentation (10%).

Course Attendance

Given the schedule of writing assignments and the demands of the course material, it will be
almost impossible to do well if you are absent from class. You need to assess your own ability to
consistently attend this class and participate in its work before committing yourself to it. Please
see me if you have any questions about these factors.

Dropping the Course: Winthrop’s Revised “N” Grade Policy

October 23rd is the last day that you can withdraw from the Fall 15 semester course with an
automatic “N” grade. Per university policy, students may not withdraw from a course after this
date without documented extenuating circumstances.

Classroom Decorum

The classroom—especially at the graduate seminar level-- is an arena for discussion and free
exchange of ideas. All students are expected to behave in a respectful and appropriate manner
toward their fellow students, even when you disagree with them. In addition, all students are
expected to refrain from any behaviors that disrupt the learning environment for others.
Inappropriate activities include, but are not limited to, chronic tardiness, engaging in idle chitchat
during presentations and discussions, using cell phones and other personal electronic devices in
class, or using laptop computers for activities, such as checking e-mail, that are unrelated to what
is happening in the classroom.

Academic Dishonesty

Winthrop University takes an extremely serious view of violations of academic integrity. My in-
class policy is one of zero tolerance for any form of academic dishonesty. In short, this means
that a proven instance of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the course, and not solely for
the assignment in question. I will discuss this in detail during the first two weeks of class.
However, it is your responsibility to talk with me if you have any questions about research,
citations, Internet use, or paper composition. Such a discussion must take place before you submit



a paper.

Students with Disabilities

Winthrop University is dedicated to providing access to education. If you have a disability and
require specific accommodations to complete this course, contact Services for Students with
Disabilities at 323-3290 and make an appointment to see a professional staff member. Once you
have your official notice of accommodations from Services for Students with Disabilities, please
inform me as early as possible in the semester.
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Course Calendar Fall 15

Change Policy

| intend to adhere to the schedule of assignments and deadlines laid out in this syllabus. However, | may
need to make minor changes in the schedule to accommodate special events, inclement weather, guest
presenters, and other unforeseen circumstance. | will announce any changes to the syllabus in a timely
manner in class and/or by e-mail. You are responsible for this information.

AUGUST 24:

Introduction to the Course

Review of Syllabus and Calendar

Guest Speaker: Mr. Jeffrey Cooper
Assignment for next class: read and watch:

Kahneman, Daniel. “The Marvels and the Flaws of Intuitive Thinking: Edge Master Class 2011”
pp. 386-410
http://edge.org/conversation/the-marvels-and-flaws-of-intuitive-thinking

Kahneman, Daniel. Maps Of Bounded Rationality: A Perspective On Intuitive Judgment And
Choice
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/2002/kahnemann-lecture.pdf

http://www.nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/?id=531

AUGUST 31:
Discussion of D. Kahneman’s chapter and lecture
Assignments for next class:
- Inthe light of the above, write your first interpretive essay entitled: “My most intuitive moment,
experience, or event”
- Read:

Klein, Gary, The Power of Intuition: How to Use Your Gut Feelings to Make Better Decisions at
Work. Crown Business (December 18, 2007).

Klein, Gary, A Conversation with Gary Klein. Edge. Conversations. Insight. Topic: Mind.
Introduction by Daniel Kahneman. http://edge.org/conversation/insight

Kahneman and Klein conversation pdf (linked in the webpage)

SEPT.7: LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

SEPT. 14:

Discussion on G. Klein’s readings

Initial exploration of topics/authors/works to consider for Investigative Paper
First Interpretive Essay due

Assignment for next class: Read:

Csikszentmihalyi, Flow

SEPT. 21:
Discussion on Flow
Assignment for next class:
- Second Interpretive Essay topic: “Finding Flow Through ,” with interaction and review of
the first four chapters of Flow
- Watch: Richard N. Foster. “A History of the Concept of Creativity”


http://edge.org/conversation/the-marvels-and-flaws-of-intuitive-thinking
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/2002/kahnemann-lecture.pdf
http://www.nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/?id=531
http://edge.org/conversation/insight

http://media.nakfi.org/2008/complexity/richard foster/richard foster.htm

SEPT. 28:

Discuss Foster’s presentation

Second Interpretive Essay due

Assignments for next class:

- Two-page prospectus for investigative paper
- Read and watch:

Myers, David G. Intuition: Its Powers and Perils.
Myers, David G. Public lecture: "The Powers and Perils of Intuition."
http://tv.up.pt/videos/H6Gj46L 0

OCTOBER5:

Discussion of the assigned readings

Short individual presentations of paper topics and class discussion
Prospectus due

Assignments for next class:

- Third Interpretive Essay topic (to be announced)

- Read:

Simonton, Creativity in Science

OCTOBER 12: Dr. Paulino heading international meeting on Interdisciplinary Studies, University of
Porto, Portugal

OCTOBER 19: Fall break

OCTOBER 26:

Discussion of Creativity in Science

Third Interpretive Essay due

Assignment for next class: List of annotated bibliographic sources for Investigative Paper

NOVEMBER 2:

Discussion of Creativity in Science (cont.)
Annotated bibliography due

Assignment: Read:

Capra, F. The Tao of Physics

NOVEMBER 9:
Discussion of reading
Assignment: Final Investigative paper bibliography, abstract, summary of main arguments, and conclusion

NOVEMBER 16:

Discussion of reading (cont.)

Assignment due

Assignment for next class: Readings to be announced

NOVEMBER 23:
Discussion of readings
Assignment for next two classes: Prepare Investigative Paper Presentations

NOVEMBER 30: Investigative Paper Presentations

DECEMBER 7: Investigative Paper Presentations
*** |nvestigative Papers Due ***


http://media.nakfi.org/2008/complexity/richard_foster/richard_foster.htm
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