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SEARCH AND SEIZURE
The university reserves the right to: “(1) periodically inventory university 
property and conduct maintenance, safety, and health inspections of 
rooms; (2) enter individual rooms in emergency situations; (3) search 
individual rooms in cases where there is ‘reasonable cause to believe’ that 
university regulations and/or laws are being violated; (4) request a search 
warrant from the Rock Hill City Recorder when there is a probable cause 
to believe (a) that a room is occupied by a non-resident whose presence 
constitutes a violation of Visitation/Guest Policy, or other appropriate 
regulations of the university, or (b) a violation of municipal or state law, 
or (c) that the occupant has concealed within the room, property of which 
possession is in violation of municipal, state, or federal law.”

TRESPASSING
It is unlawful for any person to willfully or unnecessarily “(a) interfere 
with or disturb in any way or in any place the students or teachers of any 
university in this state, (b) to loiter about the university’s premises, or (c) 
to act in an obnoxious manner thereon; or for any person to (a) enter upon 
university premises or (b) loiter around the premises, except on business, 
without the permission of the President in charge.”

Any visitor on the campus comes within the jurisdiction of the 
code and is subject to arrest. No student may invite guests 

of the opposite sex into a residence hall room before or after 
visitation hours. A non-student guest violating visitation hours 

will be considered trespassing and subject to arrest.
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POLICIES
All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible mature members of 
the community of learners at Winthrop University. Students whose behavior disrupts the 
purposes of the university jeopardize their status as resident students and with the institution. 
A complete description of the guidelines for student behavior and the administration of 
discipline are described in the Student Handbook. Read your residence hall contract, 
apartment contract or Courtyard lease, rules and regulations thoroughly; you are 
accountable for the information it contains. The following is an alphabetical listing of key 
policies relating to on-campus living.

ALCOHOL
The university does not sanction the consumption or possession of 
alcoholic beverages by students. Responsibility for good conduct rests 
with students as adult individuals. It is against state law for any person 
under the age of 21 to purchase or knowingly have in his or her possession 
any alcoholic beverages. It is against the City of Rock Hill Code to “openly 
display or consume any beer or wine in or from any unsealed container” in 
any public place not “specifically licensed for public consumption...”

No free-flowing tap containers of alcohol are permitted in the residence 
halls or apartments (i.e. kegs, party balls, winetaps, etc.). Consumption 
of alcoholic beverages is permitted in student rooms where the assigned 
residents of that room are of legal age, with a limit of 12 people in 
attendance, with minimal noise and with the room door closed. Alcoholic 
beverages are strictly prohibited in all public places on campus.

COMMUNICATION
Winthrop’s offical means of communication with you is your Winthrop 
e-mail account. Please check your e-mail account daily for important 
infromation and updates. 

DRUGS
It is against state and federal law to possess or use drugs unless prescribed 
by a physician or dentist. It is also against the law to give, exchange or sell 
drugs to others.

FIREARMS
It is against the law to carry, display or store a firearm in any administrative 
or classroom building or residence hall on campus.

KEYS
Each student is responsible for his or her own key. If a key is lost or not 
returned at checkout, the student will be charged the current cost to re-
core the lock. A 30-minute loan key is available at the hall office if the key 
is temporarily misplaced. It is against the law to duplicate keys. Extended 
key loans must be approved by the Residential Learning Coordinator or 
Apartment Manager. Guests and non-residents are not allowed to check out 
keys. Students must not give their room key to a guest or non-resident.

CONTINUED>>>
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LOBBY VISITATION
Some residence halls have extended visitation in the lobby areas. Guests 
must present their I.D.

NOISE/QUIET HOURS
Each floor may set specific “quiet hours” for study if desired by the 
residents. At all other times, “courtesy hours” are in effect. Each resident 
is asked to respect other students’ need for quiet. Noise that is determined 
by the Residence Life staff to be excessive and disturbing to the residence 
hall environment will not be tolerated. Twenty-four hour quiet hours are 
observed in many halls during exam week. Posted “quiet zones” are 
established outside each residence hall.

PETS
Pets, except for fish, are not allowed in the residence halls or apartments 
because of health reasons.

TRASH
Residents are responsible for keeping their rooms and the public areas 
clean and free from litter. Trash should be placed in trash rooms or 
dumpsters outside the building. At checkout, rooms are to be clean with 
personal belongings, carpets and extra furniture removed. When an area 
is determined to be littered or dirty over and beyond the normal range of 
expected usage, a contract violation will be filed and/or damages assessed 
to the responsible individual or prorated among the residents when the 
responsible individual cannot be determined.

VANDALISM AND HALL DAMAGES
Vandalism will not be tolerated and will result in the filing of judicial •	
charges against those responsible.
Residents will be responsible for any damages beyond normal wear •	
and tear in their rooms.
The Department of Residence Life may prorate and assess the •	
residents of a floor or hall the expense of repair or replacement of any 
property damages in common areas used by those students and their 
guests, unless the individual responsible for the damage is identified.
When a fire has been determined to be caused by student negligence, •	
the student is responsible for at least the first $100 of the damage.
Residents are responsible for damages caused by their guests.•	

WEIGHT-LIFTING EQUIPMENT
Weights must be used with care because of potential floor damage  
and noise.



23

RESIDENCE HALL/  
APARTMENT CONTRACT
It is very important that you read the entire contents of the Residence 
Hall Contract, Rental Contract for Winthrop University Apartments or The 
Courtyard at Winthrop lease. After you have signed and returned the 
contract to the Residence Life office, it becomes a binding agreement 
between you and the university.

The contract covers an entire academic year (fall and spring •	
semesters). It is in effect for every semester you are enrolled during 
the academic year. The purpose of the two-semester contract is to 
assure stable occupancy so the university can give you the best 
possible accommodations at the lowest possible price.

Conditions for cancellation or suspension of the contract are outlined •	
in Article II of the Residence Hall Contract or Rental Contract for 
Winthrop University Apartments, or Number 5-7 in The Courtyard at 
Winthrop lease.

Violations of the contract are dealt with administratively or by •	
the Winthrop Judicial System. See the Student Conduct Code at  
www.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/judicial

Winthrop University offers equal opportunity in its employment,
admissions, and educational activities. The university is governed by civil 
rights laws, including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
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STUDENT SERVICES
The following offices exist to meet the individual and collective needs of the student 
population. The staffs are here to help you with a variety of information; please do not 
hesitate to contact them when you need assistance.

CAMPUS POLICE 			   EXT. 3333
Crime prevention and investigations, bicycle registration, fire and safety 
awareness, parking and traffic control.

CENTER FOR CAREER  
AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT		  EXT. 2141
Career counseling, academic major exploration and off-campus 
employment.

COUNSELING SERVICES 		  EXT. 2233
Counseling for alcohol and/or drug abuse, sexual assault, relationship 
problems, eating disorders, study habits, time management, test-taking, 
stress management, services for students with disabilities, wellness 
programs, etc.

FINANCIAL  AID 			   EXT. 2189
Financial needs and counseling, emergency loans and scholarship 
information.

HEALTH SERVICES 			   EXT. 2206
Any health problems, sexually transmitted disease testing, allergy 
injections, birth control information, prescriptions, wellness programs, etc.

RECORDS AND REGISTRATION 	 EXT. 2194
Registration, senior audit, academic records, transcripts and course 
withdrawals.

RESIDENCE LIFE 	 		  EXT. 2223
Housing assignments, meal plans and other on-campus living concerns.

STUDENT AFFAIRS 			   EXT. 4503
Involvement of students in campus life, activities, recreational sports and 
organizations. Disciplinary matters, rights and responsibilities, possibility 
of leaving the university, Orientation programs, Greek Life, minority student 
concerns, and service learning opportunities.

Department of Residence Life
Division of Student Life

Rock Hill, South Carolina
803/323-2223

Web: www.winthrop.edu/reslife
6/09
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