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Ten Winthrop McNair Scholars graduated on 
May 9th. They are: Leah Brown,  
Kendra Bufkin, Amanda Cavin, Ian Deas, 
Brittany Johnson, Diamond Rose Melendez, 
Justin Moore, Denise Peppers, Shalace Rose, 
and Sarah Wicks. 
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Incoming Scholars’ Summer Research Topics 

























 
“I was thrilled to be selected for the McNair program. All the 

opportunities and guidance McNair provides are overwhelming. I am 
grateful for the chance to grow through this experience.” 

-Shannon Snelgrove 
 

“I was super shocked when I first found out that I had been 
accepted into the McNair program. As a matter of fact, I think I 

had a mini freak-out after I got the call from Kierra telling me that 
I had been accepted into the program. Honestly, at first I could 

not believe that “I” was chosen for such a prestigious award. 
Being chosen as a McNair Scholar is a life changing opportunity 

that I could not be more thankful for.” – Jesse Grainger 
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From the Program Director 

Shalace Rose @ SOURCE 



.  

Jessica Fuentes 
" I was nominated and in the top three finalists for 
Spanish Teacher of the Year for the state of South 
Carolina. The ceremony was in November. … 
I am starting my Ed.S program in Administration 
through Arkansas State University. “ 

Cecile Gadson 
“I earned a 4.0 during my first semester in my 
doctoral program at the University of Tennessee.” 

Aaron Fountain  
“Recently, my McNair research paper 
titled ‘The War in the Schools: San 
Francisco Bay Area High Schools and 
the Anti-Vietnam War Movement, 
1965-1973,’ was accepted for 
publication by the California History 
journal. One thing I learned about 
trying to get published is to never give 
up. I have been re-editing and 
submitting the paper for a year and a 
half (to a total of four journals and 
seven submissions) and at times I felt 
that it would never get published. As 
the editor of the top journal in 
American history (The Journal of 
American History) told my class, 
publishing an article is a process. You 
should expect to get rejected on the 
first submission. The paper does not 
have to be perfect the first time, but it 
should not be sloppy. Another thing 
that is important to do is to 
acknowledge any shortcomings and 
methods that you cannot or will not 
do. Many reviewers have critiqued my 
paper in terms of how they would have 
written it, and I had to lay out why I 
was not writing it in that particular 
way. The last thing I will say is that you 
must know your argument. A perfectly 
written article for one journal might 
not be good for another.” 

Scholars discuss some of their recent accomplishments and 
contributions gained from the program… 

Kristin Ramirez 
" I've presented my summer research, "The Physical 
Fitness Components and Posture Screening of Female 
Competitive Dancers" at the SEACSM (Southeast 
American College of Sports Medicine) conference in 
Jacksonville, FL. “ 

Taylor Toves 

“When I was selected to be in the McNair Scholars 

Program I was so honored! I could not wait to share 
the news with my family. It is such a great opportunity 
that I have been blessed with and I just want to make 
sure that I do not take this for granted. I plan to take 
full advantage of everything that this program has to 
offer.” 

  



New to the Winthrop McNair Family 
Several Alums have recently added or 
are expecting to add to their families... 

Alum Derion Reid and Heather Williams got 
engaged on December 22, 2014. 

Scholar Nikesha (Nelson) Mynatt and 
Max Mynatt  married  

on June 14, 2014. 

Former GA Shannon Simmons 
and Ramone Hemphill will be 
married on September 19,  
2015. 



Alumni Spotlight: 
Everett Johnson 

My first encounter with the Ailey organization was at New York 
City Center watching beautiful dancers perform Revelations. 
Seeing male dancers like Clifton Brown and Guillermo Asca 
(who is a fellow Queens native and someone I work alongside 
with now) inspired me to become a dancer. From the balcony 
seats, I journeyed onward as a student, then guest 
choreographer, and then as Assistant to the Co- Director of 
the Ailey School. This has always been my dream company and 
to experience it in so many capacities is something I am proud 
of. My ultimate goal is to be a member of the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater Company and inspire other boys and 
young men to pursue dance. Although I am new to this position, 
I am not new to this organization and that has made the 
transition back to New York City and my first full time job 
easier. I still get to dance and choreograph, with 
opportunities already presenting themselves, and I have a one 
bedroom apartment! The excitement for this path I am 
trailblazing cannot be tamed and I look forward to sharing 
more of it with you.    



Celebrating the Legacy of Ronald E. McNair 

“As a new McNair Scholar in 2012, I had the privilege to watch the 

program’s infamous video about the life of Ronald E. McNair.  I never 

forgot his struggle and his “McNair Moment.”  The McNair Scholars 

program has truly changed my life since that day I watched the 

biography, and it is all because of Dr. McNair.  He is a great inspiration to 

every scholar.”- Kierra James (GA) 

 
 

On January 28, 1986, Ron McNair died during the launch of the Space 

Shuttle Challenger in Cape Canaveral, FL.  It is through his legacy that 

McNair Scholars across the U.S. receive the opportunity to complete 

summer research and attend graduate schools around the world. 











_______________________________________________________ 
 

I really enjoyed my time as the McNair GA. The McNair program staff was influential in helping me 
attend graduate school, so I appreciated being involved with making this possible for other 
students.  However, I have decided to take a break from graduate school after the birth of my new 
baby girl, Madison. This means that I will be ending my time as the McNair GA in addition to my 
graduate program.  Madison was born about a month early, and I believe that both my girls, 
Madison and Kameryn, deserve to be my main focus for awhile. I would like to thank the McNair 
staff for all the help and encouragement throughout this time and I would like to say goodbye to 
those of you I contacted and got to know personally during my time as GA.           – Kierra James 

 
Kierra, I am grateful for your contributions to the program as a Scholar and as a staff member. It 
made me sad to see you go and it helps that you keep in touch. Even more, I feel fortunate to get to 
watch your daughters grow  and to see your pride in their development. Kamryn and Madison are 
both very special to me as is their mother.                                  -Dr. FW 
P.S. And remember, we’re always here to support you when the time is right for you to return to 
your graduate studies  

Kendra Bufkin presented 
@ SOURCE 
 
SOURCE is Winthrop’s 
Showcase of 
Undergraduate Research 
and Creative Endeavors 
 
Leah Brown @ SOURCE 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SCHOLARS! 

 
 

Contact Info 
Program Director: Dr. Cheryl Fortner-Wood 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Barb Yeager 
Phone number: (803) 323-2125 
Email Address: mcnair@winthrop.edu 



May 2015 Graduation Memories 

Graduation Lunch Photos 

Justin is ready for Georgetown 
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Brittany Johnson, Dr. Stephanie Milling 
(Mentor), and Alumnus Everett Johnson 

Almost all of our May Graduates 


