
Bringing the World to Winthrop... 

On Saturday, July 25, Angie Ed-

wards, acting director of the Interna-

tional Center and Lindsey Hill, im-

migration specialist and international 

student advisor  travelled to Wash-

ington, D.C. to hear Iraqi Prime 

Minister Nori al-Maliki formally 

announce the establishment of the 

Iraq Education Initiative, an effort 

designed to raise Iraqi educational 

standards. The ceremony, attended 

by about 200 people, was sponsored by the Academy for Educa-

tional Development (AED) and the Higher Committee for Edu-

cational Development in Iraq (HCED).  Currently there is no 

higher education system in Iraq to speak of.  The goal of the 

initiative is to provide higher education to eligible Iraqis who 

will ultimately return to Iraq and play an integral part in the re-

building of their country.    

 

Winthrop University is one of only twenty-two other schools 

who are founding members of the American Universities Iraq 

Consortium.  It is hoped that these schools will receive students 

from Iraq beginning in January 2010.  In its first phase, the Ini-

tiative will send 500-600 Iraqi students to colleges and universi-

ties in the United States and the United Kingdom on full schol-

arships.  The full scope of the initiative will send up to 10,000 

students abroad each year over the next five years. The Iraqi 

government is determined that this program will run with integ-

rity and provide a pathway for their citizens to better themselves 

and Iraq. 
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Fall 2009 Calendar 
 

8/19-21 New International Student Orientation   

9/4 Study Abroad Re-entry Workshop   

9/14 Study Abroad Fair 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.   Byrnes 
Lawn 

9/14 Peace Corps Presentation, 3 p.m. 206 Tillman Hall   

9/21 ONCA Study Abroad Scholarship Presentation,  
6 p.m. Kinard 207 

9/22 International Advisory Committee Meeting, 11 a.m. 
206 Tillman 

9/22 Passport Night, 5:30-7 p.m.  
206 Tillman Hall 

9/22 Optional Practical Training Info Session for 
International Students, 4-5 p.m.  206 Tillman Hall 

9/23 Optional Practical Training Info Session for 
International Students, 10-11 p.m.  206 Tillman Hall 

9/24 WU Health Insurance Info Session for International 
Students, 11 a.m.-noon  206 Tillman Hall 

9/29 Optional Practical Training Info Session for 
International Students, 11 a.m.-noon  206 Tillman Hall 

10/17-20 Fall Break International Student trip to 
Charleston, S.C.   

10/26-29 Regional NAFSA Meeting in Knoxville, Tenn.   

11/16-21 International Education Week (final schedule 
and locations tbd) 

Brown Bag Lunch Series 

Student Panel 

Presentations 

International Food Festival 11/19, Thomson Café  

Movie Night,  Tillman Auditorium 11/20 

International performer Vinx opening for Florez, 
Dinkins ATS Café  $5 with WU ID 11/21 

11/24 International Advisory Committee Meeting, 11 a.m. 
206 Tillman 

12/16 International Graduation Celebration, Tillman 206   

12/17 Graduate Commencement Ceremony   

12/19 Undergraduate Commencement Ceremony  
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Fall 2009 International Visitors 

Angela Yang  

Nantong University, China 

Chinese name:  

Qiuhong (pron: Choo-houm) Yang 

Hometown: Nantong, China in 

Jiangsu Province 

Host:  

College of Business Administration 

Back home at Nantong University, 

Angela teaches Management and 

Human Resources Management. 

She also assists Winthrop faculty 

who travel to Nantong to teach courses to the students enrolled 

in the 3+1 Bachelor Cooperation Program with Winthropôs 

College of Business Administration (students spend their first 

three years at Nantong, then finish their degrees at Winthrop). 

Angela is spending the Fall semester at Winthrop observing 

various courses (primarily accounting) to familiarize herself 

with the academic system and instruction process. When she 

returns to China this spring, Angela will work with Nantong 

students preparing to come to Winthrop for the second portion 

of their degree.  

Angela spent two years studying in Australia, though this is 

Angelaôs first time in the United States. While in the US, An-

gela hopes to visit Myrtle Beach, Disney World, Washington, 

D.C. , New York City, and the settings of Gone with the Wind. 

Her initial observations of the US include how spread out the 

Winthrop campus is, how large food portions are, and how 

sweet cookies taste! 

Angela Yang, CBA visitor 

from Nantong, China 

Andrea Kulmhofer   

Universität Graz, Austria  

Hometown:  

Bruck an der Mur, Austria 

Host: Richard W. Riley College of 

Education 

Andrea is a student at the University 

of Graz, a school of about 22,000 

students in Southeast Austria. She is 

studying Language Education 

(English and French) and is cur-

rently working on a masterôs thesis 

entitled ñDevelopmental dyslexia: A single case study of read-

ing and writing problems in English, French and Germanò. A 

search of knowledgeable faculty in this field led her to Elke 

Schneider in the College of Education who agreed to help ad-

vise Andreaôs thesis work. Under Schneiderôs guidance, An-

drea will conduct cross-linguistic research on the level of the 

errors a subject (a dyslexic student she is tutoring back home) 

makes in all three languages. The goal is to figure out if the 

student makes transfer errors from one language to the other, if 

mistakes are influenced by the mother tongue, or if the errors 

are influenced by the underlying language system.  

Andrea studied abroad in Paris and visited California in 1999. 

This is her first trip to the Eastern U.S. and though she hasnôt 

seen much yet,  (only Charlotte, N.C. and Myrtle Beach, S.C.) 

she hopes to visit New York; Washington; Philadelphia, Penn.; 

Charleston, S.C.; and Savannah, Ga.; before she leaves at the 

end of January. 

Andrea Kulmhofer, CoE 

visitor from Austria 

International Education  

by the Numbers 

New International Students:  41 

Total International Students: 147 

Countries Represented: 42  

- 

Students Studying Abroad: 29 

Countries Visited: 13 and 10  

(One student will visit 10 different countries on one program) 

 



International Student 

Orientation 

The International Center conducted its New International Stu-

dent Orientation the week prior to the first day of class.  The 

orientation is designed to make the transition to Winthrop as 

easy and enjoyable as possible for the students.  It is also a great 

way for the students to meet new friends.   

Orientation kicked off Tuesday, August 18 with arrival day.  

Forty-one new students made their way to Rock Hill either by 

car, train, or plane.  Orientation Assistants (U.S. and interna-

tional student volunteers), with the help of members of Oakland 

Baptist Church, picked up students at the airport and helped 

them move into their residence halls.  The day ended with the 

Winthrop soccer "Kicks against Cancerò game and shopping 

trips for necessities. 

Wednesday started with check in and breakfast at the Interna-

tional Center and students met their Orientation Assis-

tants.  Throughout the day the students got their student ID's, 

Winthrop e-mail accounts, campus housing and meal plans, and 

registered for classes.  After a long and productive day, every-

one enjoyed a dinner at Tuttle Dining Room, shared with a num-

ber of faculty and staff from around campus. 

On Thursday the students attended information sessions about 

academics, immigration, health and safety by Gloria Jones, 

Lindsey Hill, Maureen Reavis, and Police Chief Frank Zebedis. 

Freshmen had academic advising before lunch at Thomson 

Café.  Orientation Assistants along with the International Center 

staff were available if the students needed any further assistance 

during the day.  Thursday evening Oakland Baptist church spon-

sored a cook-out at Ebenezer Park.  It was a great way for the 

students to see the local area and to meet people from the com-

munity.  

The International Center would like to welcome our new stu-

dents and wish them great success in their studies at Winthrop 

University.  

 

The International Center (IC) receives many questions con-

cerning international students and how they apply for social 

security cards. In the last few years, changes to Social Security 

Administration and Department of Homeland Security proc-

esses, as well as South Carolina immigration reforms have 

changed the process significantly, so we thought we would try 

to explain this complex process.  By definition, a social secu-

rity number is a federal taxpayer identification number for 

Americans.  However,  a social security card can open doors to 

things that allow international students to flourish here, includ-

ing on-campus employment and obtaining a cell phone.   

New students cannot apply for a social security card until they 

have arrived in the U.S. and we have notified the Department 

of Homeland Security of their arrival through the Student and 

Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). This takes 

about seven days. To submit an application they must have (1) 

a job offer letter from an office on campus; (2) a letter from the 

IC stating they are a student legally here and able to work on 

campus; and (3) their immigration documents (visa, passport, I

-94 card and I-20 or DS-2019).  Once they submit their appli-

cation to the SSA office, it usually takes two weeks to receive 

the card.    

At Winthrop, students are not allowed to begin work or be paid 

without a social security card.  The newest obstacle for interna-

tional students is that part of the South Carolina Illegal Immi-

gration Reform Act requires Winthrop to verify the social secu-

rity numbers of all new employees through the federal E-

Verify database.  Though this applies to everyone at Winthrop, 

US citizensô are usually approved immediately, whereas it typi-

cally takes at least 24 hours for an international student to be 

approved.   

As you can see, the path to obtaining a Social Security Card is 

complex and ever-changing, but nonetheless important for our 

international students.   We love seeing them working in of-

fices around campus and it furthers our campus goal of bring-

ing  ñthe world to Winthrop.ò If you are interested in hiring an 

international student and have questions about the Social Secu-

rity Number application process or E-Verify system, please 

contact the International Center at x2133 for more information.   

Social Security 

Numbers for 

International 

Students  
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