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Research Methods
Psychology 302, Fall 2016

Pre-requisites: PSYC 301 & CRTW; 4 credits

PSYC 302-001, CRN:109230
(w/ PSYC 303-001, CRN:11952)
Meets:
· T/R 2-3:15, Kinard115
· F 10-11:50, Kinard116

Office Hours:
M   1:30-4
T     10:45-11:45
T/R  3:15-3:30
often R 11-12

Other times by apt;
Ideally, reserve a 20
min slot 24 hours
beforehand via email
and I’ll confirm.

Jeff Sinn, Ph.D.
Office: Kinard 132, 803-323-2638
email:  sinnj [at..] winthrop.edu
http://faculty.winthrop.edu/sinnj/
Cell (ask me):  (704) - 999 - _________

**** NOTE!! ****
Blackboard Replacement:
We’ll use www.schoology.com
Please go there ASAP and sign up:
access code: RCDFM-7FSJB

Supplies – 2 books, both required:
· Research Methods in Psych. (2nd ed.) by Beth

Morling, Norton ISBN: 978-0-393-93693-3
· Publication Manual of the APA (6th ed) 978-

1433805615 (you’ll need to have access
during class).

Course Overview
This is a challenging, time-intensive, rigorous course.  You will learn about how
psychologists as scientists generate and test theories about the way people think,
behave, interact, and in general cause all sorts of problems.  Because you will design,
conduct, and write-up your own research, you must be constantly plugged-in and
attending to what we are covering both in lecture AND what you need to do that day to
move your research project forward.  You are stepping onto a treadmill that will not stop
until your final exam.  I am extremely excited to be teaching this course and to be
sharing my love of research.  I very much hope I can help you to have a great experience,
to conduct cool research, and to learn oodles of new stuff.  Welcome aboard!

Broader Goals Addressed
University Level Competencies:  Winthrop graduates… (1)
think critically and solve problems; (4) communicate
effectively. http://www.winthrop.edu/academic-ffairs/secondary.aspx?id=15731

Departmental Goals: (2) Scientific Inquiry & Critical Thinking;
(4) Communication; (5) Professional Development.
http://www.winthrop.edu/cas/psychology/default.aspx?id=20116

University Resources:
The Academic Success Center may provide specific help or tutoring
related to this class and can help you develop your academic skills in
general.  Find the ASC in Dinkins Hall suite 106 or contact at 803-323-
3929, success@winthrop.edu, or www.winthrop.edu/success.

The Writing Center can help you improve the clarity and power of
your writing.  Find it in 242 Bancroft.  Walk-ins are welcome, but you
can make an appointment at 323-2138 or on-line (how slick!):
https://winthrop.mywconline.com/.  Be sure to bring your draft of
the paper, specific topics you want to address, and a copy of the
assignment.

The Office of Accessibility can help if you have a disability and
require specific accommodations to complete this office course.
Contact them at 323-3290.   Please do this within the first week of
the semester if possible. Note:  You  need not share any specific
details about your situation with me, however, it’s often easier for
me to be helpful if you tell me what’s going on.  This office, for legal
reasons, can’t give me any details and can only specify specific
accommodations that you require.

Learning Outcomes:  You will learn how to …

1. Understand and apply basic research methods in psychology,
including basic experimental and correlational designs.

2. Apply the basic sequential steps of research to a specific
research question, including:  reviewing the psychological
research literature on a specific topic; developing a specific
research idea into a specific design testing specific hypotheses;
collecting and analyzing the necessary data; drawing the
appropriate conclusions.

3. Communicate the results of a study both in a formal APA style
paper and conference-ready poster.

4. Think critically about the strength of evidence supporting
specific causal models and to think creatively about how
causal networks might operate.

5. Identify and understand the specific purposes of the standard
components of the presentation of study results found in
journal articles.

6. Use with some level of expertise specific information
technologies related to empirical research (e.g., Google
Scholar and SPSS).

7. Experience the joy of the empirical method, appreciating how
it affords the opportunity for deep learning about the way our
beautifully complex world actually works and how we can
even, through our unique contribution to the communal
enterprise of science, make it a better place.
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Grd Scale

A 94
A- 90
B+ 87
B 84
B- 80
C+ 77
C 74
C- 70
D+ 67
D 64
D- 60
F 59

Abs Grd
0 110
1 105
2 100
3 93
4 86
5 78
6 69
7 59
8 48
9 35

10 22
11 9
12 F

Grading Components
Tests (40% of overall grade):  Two tests
during semester (2x10%) plus
comprehensive final (20%).  Expect
multiple choice and essay questions.
Research Paper (38%):  You will submit
portions of the paper throughout the
semester:  intro (4%), Methods (4%),
Results (4%), and Discussion (4%).  And a
complete paper at the end (22%). You
must earn at least a C- on the final paper,
else D+ is the highest grade possible.
Quizzes and Writing Activities (10%):
Announced and pop-quizzes covering
lecture and text;  short (1-3 pages) writing
assignments in addition to your research paper
Attendance (6%):  See table for impact of absences on
grades.  There are no excused absences, as I basically give
you two days for illnesses, family deaths, etc. (but see
Leniency Requests).  Note that the
penalty per absences gets steeper.  Three
tardies  = 1 absence. Athletes -- should
email each time you miss class for your
sport and I will give you attendance credit.
Beware the Winthrop 25% attendance
rule:  Missing 25% (12) or more meetings
results in an automatic course grade of F.
Inappropriate use of technology in class
(e.g., texting or emailing) will result in an
“absence” assigned for that day.
Homework (6%):  Graded on effort and
proportion completed.

  Success Tips:
· Never miss class.

· Always do the assigned reading and
homework.

· Get ahead of the game on your research papers.
Imagine yourself as a bull-dog, attacking an assignment
long before it is due, slobbering gleefully and tearing it
to pieces (i.e., doing it well and early).

· Make flash cards for key concepts

· Study!  Review the lecture material and put concepts in
your own words; practice retrieval and articulation; –
check for comprehension by writing out explanations to
yourself of key concepts from memory, then looking at
your notes and adding more detail to your explanations

· Laugh at my jokes!

Policies
Course customization:   If you’d like to modify any part of this
syllabus (e.g., not grading your attendance) propose something in
the first two weeks of class (or even later).   I really want the class
to work for you; I’m happy to entertain alternative policies.
Leniency Requests:  If you get sick, have a death in the family,
misunderstand an assignment, or get way laid by space aliens, and
the event causes you to miss class, miss a quiz, or something else,
send me a short email (2-4 sentences) within 1 week of the event.
In special cases I may then adjust your grade upward at the end of
the semester.
Extra Assistance:  I desperately want you to do well in the course
and can provide extra help to make that happen.  If you are
working hard and don’t get it – PLEASE COME SEE ME!  If you are
working hard, I will do whatever I can do help you succeed.
Class Partner:  Pick a class partner as a backup system in case an
emergency arises and you miss class.  Contact this person if you
miss class so you can get notes and announcements.  If you miss an
announcement or assignment by missing class this is your
responsibility to address.
Test Make-ups:  To justify the need for this, contact me as soon as
humanly possible and provide written documentation (e.g., a
doctor’s letter, an obituary notice).
Winthrop Email:  Check it every day, M-F.  When emailing or
texting, please address me (e.g., “Dr. Sinn,”) and sign it.  Be
professional.
Academic Honesty:  You must do your own work.  Although you
may ask for general help from other students, you cannot copy
homework or other work.  Quizzes should be done independently.
When in doubt, ask.  Dishonesty can result in severe penalties,
including a course grade of F.  Report any suspicious activity to me.
Not reporting potential academic dishonesty is academic
dishonesty.  For more: Student Handbook: Student Conduct Code
Academic Misconduct Policy. Failure to put concepts in your own
words or to attribute sources correctly can constitute plagiarism.
We will utilize Turn-it-in for papers.
Syllabus Changes Possible:  I may change any part of this syllabus
with a timely, emailed notice or in-class announcement.
Monitoring your Grades:  Please check your grades at least once
per week.  If you find an error, email me without one week of me
posting the grade.
Writing Requirement:  This course meets the intensive writing
general education requirement.  You will submit an 11-16 page
research paper along with small writing activities totaling at least 5
pages.
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Chapter (Read before class) Lab Due
Aug-23 Psych as way of thinking (1)
Aug-25

Aug-26 Variables; Grp Wrk Standards
Project Design

Aug-30 Sources of info (2)
Sep-1

Sep-2 Empirical Articles; Lit Search
Project design; Writing Research Ideas

Sep-6 Claims and Validities (3)
Sep-8
Sep-9 Writing Intro; Project Design Article Search & Summary

Sep-13 Ethical Guidelines (4)
Sep-15
Sep-16 Sampling; Project Design
Sep-20 Good Measurement (5)
Sep-22 ***** Test #1 ******
Sep-23 Ethics; Project Design; IRB Introduction
Sep-27 Descriptive Research (6)
Sep-29
Sep-30 Ethics; IRB CITI Training; IRB Draft
Oct-4
Oct-6 Correlation Research (7)
Oct-7 IRB; Plan Data Collection IRB Finalized

Oct-11 Multivariate Corr. Res. (8)
Oct-13
Oct-14 ------------ Fall Break ------------ ------------- Fall Break ------------ ------------ Fall Break ------------
Oct-18 Simple Experiments (9)
Oct-20
Oct-21 Methods Section
Oct-25 More on Experiments (10)
Oct-27
Oct-28 Data Analysis; Results &Disc. Methods
Nov-1 Complex Experiments (11)
Nov-3 ***** Test #2 *****
Nov-4 Data Analysis Results
Nov-8 ------------ Election ------------ ------------ Election ------------ ------------- Election ------------

Nov-10 Quasi-Experiments (12)
Nov-11 Posters
Nov-15
Nov-17 Real World (13)
Nov-18 Final Paper; Poster Work Discussion
Nov-22
Nov-24 ------------ Thnk Gvng------------ ------------ Thnk Gvng------------ ------------ Thnk Gvng------------
Nov-25 ------------ Thnk Gvng------------ ------------ Thnk Gvng------------ ------------ Thnk Gvng------------
Nov-29 Final Paper
Dec-1
Dec-2 Review for Final Poster Presentations Poster
Dec-7 Compr. *** Final *** Wed, 11:30 AM

Psyc 302 Entertainment Schedule, Fall 2016


