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Cognition 
Psychology 508 section 001 

TR 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. in Kinard 207 

 

Instructor: Hayes, Ph.D. Email: hayesm@winthrop.edu (the best way to contact me) 

Office: Kinard 120 Matthew Phone: (803) 323-2628 

Office Hours: T 11:30-1:30; W 2:00-4:00; & by appointment   

 

Required Text.  Smith, E. E., & Kosslyn, S. M.  (2007).  Cognitive psychology: Mind and brain.  Upper Saddle 

River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall.  ISBN: 0-13-182508-9 

The textbook was chosen to provide an overview of the major topic areas of the course and will serve as a 

springboard for class lecture and discussion.  Additional Required Readings (primary sources including 

empirical articles, theory pieces, etc.) will extend the summary information presented in the textbook and will 

form the basis for much of our in-class discussions.  This course covers a wide variety of topic areas, most 

worthy of their own course, so we will not be able to review every topic presented in the text in class.  You are 

responsible for all the information in the required readings.     

Links to additional Required Readings will be posted on Blackboard.  Due to copyright restrictions, full text 

articles cannot be posted online.  Instead, reference citations (titles & authors) and/or links to the articles will be 

posted on Blackboard.  You will need to access PsychInfo (or other databases) to retrieve the articles.  If you are 

not sure how to use PsychInfo, make sure you see me ASAP.  

 

Course Description and Overview 
This is an advanced 3-credit class that can be taken for graduate credit or by advanced-level undergraduates. In 

accordance with Winthrop University policy, students taking the course for graduate credit will have additional 

requirements including an assignment that requires integration and presentation of material.  We will employ a 

hybrid lecture-seminar format.  This means that there will be some traditional lecture and demonstrations.  It 

also means that students will do much of the reading and talking, including leading class discussions, for the 

seminar portions.  Students who like wrestling with ideas and appreciate the science of psychology will enjoy 

this course most.  To thrive in this course, students should be familiar with psychological research methods and 

empirical research articles; ideally this will include having completed courses in research methods and in 

statistics.   

We will cover a wide range of topics in cognitive psychology – from attention and knowledge representation to 

memory, language, and problem solving – from several theoretical perspectives. Familiarity with these topics 

will be useful but is not necessary; however, reading, asking questions, and fully engaging the material are 

absolutely critical.   

 

Department of Psychology Student Learning Goals & Outcomes 

 

APA Goal 1. Knowledge Base of Psychology.  

 Students will demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical 

findings, and historical trends in cognitive psychology (e.g., neuropsychology, attention, memory, 

knowledge representation, language, etc.; Goals 1.1 & 1.2).   

 Students will describe applications of the theories and findings in cognitive psychology (Goal 1.3). 

 This goal will be assessed through Class Participation and Exams. 
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APA Goal 2. Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking.  

 Students will respect and use critical and creative thinking, skeptical inquiry, and, when possible, the 

scientific approach to solve problems related to behavior and mental processes (e.g., What is the 

difference between anecdotal and experimental evidence?  How do psychologists determine whether 

sensory memory is a separate system or a byproduct of modular processing?’ Goal 2.1). 

 Students will demonstrate information literacy by locating and reviewing current research on one or 

more theories and/or models in psychology (Goal 2.2).  

 This goal will be assessed through Class Participation, Thought Questions, Research Paper, and Exams. 

 

APA Goal 4. Communication.  

 Students will be able to communicate effectively in writing and participate effectively in presentations 

and discussions (Goals 4.1, 4.2, & 4.3). 

 This goal will be assessed through Class Participation, Research Paper, and Exams. 

 

Learning Goals will be assessed  

Grades.  Your grade in this course is based on the total number of points you earn from the following items, 

which are described in greater detail below: 

Exams: 4 exams worth 50 points each  200 points  

Thought Questions: 12 worth 10 points each*  100 points 

Class Participation  100 points  

Final Paper  100 points  

 Total:  500 points 

A > 92%; A- 91.99%-90%;  

B+ 89.99%-88%; B 87.99%-82%; B- 81.99%-80%;  

C+ 79.99%-78%; C 77.99%-72%; C- 71.99%-70%;  

D+ 69.99%-68%; D 67.99%-62%; D- 61.99-60%;  

F < 60% 

I will post grades online on Blackboard and/or Turnitin for your convenience.  It is your responsibility to inform 

me if you feel I have made an error in grading or recording your grades.  I do my best to ensure that everyone is 

graded fairly and recorded correctly, but I do occasionally make mistakes.  Please check your grades 

periodically throughout the term. 

 

Explanation of Grade Items 

1. Exams (40% of grade).  There will be 4 in-class exams throughout the semester, including one during the 

final exam period.  Exams will be closed-book, closed-note, individual effort exams that will consist of 

multiple-choice, short answer, and essay questions over material from the textbook and class lecture, 

activities, and discussions.  Much of the material (~40%) on the exams will be covered both in the readings 

and in class lecture.  Some of the material (~30%) will be based on material only presented in class.  This 

course covers a large amount of material on a wide range of topics, which prevents us from discussing 

everything in class.  Therefore, there will be questions based on material presented in the readings that we 

will not cover in class lecture (~30%).  The exams will primarily cover material since the last exam and will 

not be cumulative per se, but some topics build on information from earlier in the term and may be required 

to successfully answer a current question (i.e., questions about expertise relate to theories of working 

memory, chapter 6).  Any student arriving after the first student has finished an exam without a valid 

excuse (see Make-Up Policy) will not be able to take the exam and will receive a grade of 0.  Make-up 

exams will be essay format over the same material as the in-class exam subject to the Make-Up Policy 

below. 
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2. Thought Questions (20% of grade).  Each topic listed on the course calendar will be accompanied by one or 

more supplemental readings and/or online videos.  These materials will extend the information in the 

textbook and in class, presenting alternative theories, practical applications, or updated information.  Each 

TQ lists the supplementary materials and has specific questions or instructions for those materials and will 

form the basis for our class discussions.  Your TQ should reflect engaged consideration of the readings and 

their relationship to the other material in the class, speculations about the implications of the readings, or 

things that you don’t understand (though you must explain why they don’t make sense in light of the other 

material we’ve covered).  Thought Questions are due on Turnitin by 12 noon on the day we discuss 

them in class (see Course Calendar).  You must be present in class to earn points for the TQs.  Late TQs 

will not be accepted but you may miss 2 TQs for any reason; so if you forget to read (or if you experience 

technical problems) your grade won’t suffer.     

 

3. Class Participation (20% of grade).  You will be graded primarily on the quality, not the quantity, of your 

contributions to class activities and discussions (though it is difficult to make quality contributions if you 

rarely or never contribute).  Participation will also be assessed through short preparation assignments that 

you complete before coming to class as well as your contributions to activities and discussions in class.  

Seminar courses rely heavily on student preparation and participation to succeed.  Make-ups for missed 

Class Participation will not be allowed except as noted in the Make-Up Policy below and will be written 

assignments. 

Undergraduate Student Discussion Leaders.  Undergraduate students will be responsible for leading one 

or more discussions on assigned readings.   

 

Graduate Student Presentations.  Graduate students will be responsible for creating a short presentation 

(10-20 minutes) and leading class discussion (about 40-50 minutes) on one topic listed on the syllabus.  As 

part of your responsibility for the presentation and discussion, you will select the additional reading(s) for 

that topic (in consultation with me).  You should have an outline or rough draft of your presentation, 

including the additional readings, at least 2 weeks before your presentation to ensure that links to the 

supplemental readings can be posted on Blackboard at least 1 week before they are presented in class.  The 

presentation will account for 25% of your Class Participation grade.     

 

4. Research Paper (20% of grade).  The Research Paper is an opportunity for you to explore a topic in greater 

depth.  Complete instructions for the Research Paper appear at the end of the syllabus.     

 

5. Extra Credit (TBA).  Limited extra credit may be available.  Extra credit may include participation in 

experiments.  Any extra credit points from experiment participation will have a non-participation 

alternative.  This will typically be a 1 to 5 page written assignment (length depends on the number of points 

and the amount of time experiment participation requires).  Extra credit will be available equally to all 

students and may be announced in class and/or on Blackboard.   

 

Course Policies 

 

1. Blackboard.  You must access Blackboard for this course.  Any announcements posted on Blackboard are 

official amendments to the syllabus.  Information and/or links to required readings will be posted online on 

Blackboard and I will be posting study guides, grades, and other goodies there as well.  It is your 

responsibility to check Blackboard regularly (at least every day) to ensure that you receive announcements 

and/or assignments.  If you registered late, you will need to contact me ASAP to ensure that you are able to 

access Blackboard.  If you need to contact me, email is the most reliable.  In the event that I need to contact 

individual students, I will use your Winthrop University email account, so make sure that you either check it 



Cognition Syllabus Fall 2016 

PSYC 508  Hayes 

4 

 

regularly or have it forward to an account you do check regularly.  The nice people at IT can help you set up 

the forwarding feature (323-2400; helpdesk@winthrop.edu).   

To access Blackboard: Go to http://online.winthrop.edu and use your Winthrop ID and password to log in.   

Internet access.  Internet access is available free to students in most dorms, in the library, and select other 

locations on the Winthrop campus.  Info about Blackboard and internet access on campus is available from 

Information Technology (323-2400; helpdesk@winthrop.edu).   

2. Turnitin.  You will submit all Thought Questions and your Final Paper to Turnitin via Blackboard.  Bring 

copies of your Thought Questions (and the articles) to class for your own use but you will not need to 

submit printed copies of these papers.  I will provide feedback and grades via Turnitin.  Turnitin is 

integrated with Blackboard (so you don’t have to sign up for Turnitin separately). You will be able to 

submit papers, see grades, and view feedback from Blackboard.      

3. Attendance.  Attendance is expected but not required.  However, Thought Questions and Class 

Participation points can only be earned in class and there will be material on the exams that is not covered in 

the readings.  In short, it will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to do well in this class without regular 

attendance. If you do miss a particular lecture, it is your responsibility to read the relevant material(s) 

covered for that day. I do not share my slides/notes with students, so, if you miss please contact a 

classmate to get the missed notes. 

PSYC 508 Buddy #1 (name, number, email): ________________________________________________ 

PSYC 508 Buddy #2 (name, number, email): ________________________________________________ 

4. Make-Up & Late Paper Policy.  No make-up Thought Questions or Exams are possible without 

documentation of a valid excuse (e.g., illness, automobile accident, religious holy day, family tragedy, 

university sanctioned event, etc.).  You will be required to provide verification of any absence, including 

absences due to the observance of a religious holy day or family tragedy.  Please note that technical 

difficulties related to personal computers and/or connection to the Winthrop system, Blackboard, or Turnitin 

do not constitute a valid excuse unless they affect the entire system.  You must contact me within five 

calendar days (if at all possible) of the missed assignment to make arrangements for the make-up.  All 

make-up assignments are due at the beginning of the final exam.  Make-up exams will be administered on 

study day (Tuesday, December 6).  You must talk with me and receive approval to take any make-up 

exams no later than Friday, December 2.  If you know in advance that you will be absent (e.g., because 

you are a WU student athlete or for a religious holy day) please contact me as soon as possible to schedule a 

make-up or alternative assignment. 

Late Papers.  You may miss 2 Thought Questions for any reason; therefore late Thought Questions will not 

be accepted except in very extreme circumstances documented through Student Life.  Late Research Papers 

will lose one full letter grade (10%) for each calendar day, or fraction thereof, that they are late and will not 

be accepted more than two calendar days after they are due without documentation of a valid excuse.  You 

must provide documentation for any absence to be excused.   

5. Students with Disabilities/Need of Accommodations for Access. Winthrop University is committed to 

providing access to education.  If you have a condition which may adversely impact your ability to access 

academics and/or campus life, and you require specific accommodations to complete this course, contact the 

Office of Accessibility (OA) at 803-323-3290, or, accessibility@winthrop.edu. Please inform me as early as 

possible, once you have your official notice of accommodations from the Office of Accessibility. 

 

6. Statement about academic misconduct and consequences.  As noted in the Student Conduct Code, 

“Responsibility for good conduct rests with students as adult individuals.”  Any form of academic misconduct, 

http://online.winthrop.edu/
mailto:accessibility@winthrop.edu
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including cheating and plagiarism, will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for the assignment 

and/ or the entire course as appropriate.  You are expected to do your own work and give credit to others as 

appropriate when you include it in your own work.  The policy on student academic misconduct is outlined in the 

“Student Conduct Code Academic Misconduct Policy” online 

http://www2.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/handbook/StudentHandbook.pdf and advice for avoiding plagiarism may 

be found at http://www2.winthrop.edu/wcenter/handoutsandlinks/dontplag.htm .  All students are bound by 

the Student Conduct Code at Winthrop, which contains information about academic misconduct and may be 

found at www.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/Judicial/judcode.htm 

7. Syllabus change policy.  If we need to make modifications to the syllabus, I will post them on Blackboard 

and/or announce them in class.    

8. Technology use and classroom behavior policies.  You are NOT expected to know the material presented 

in this course before it is presented either in class, in the textbook, or in another assigned resource.  You 

ARE expected to read the assigned sources, engage the material, ask questions about things you don’t 

understand, and participate in class activities/ discussions by sharing relevant comments, ideas, and 

opinions.  In other words, you are expected to put effort into engaging the material in this course.  This 

course will be more instructive and enjoyable for everyone if you actively participate in class.  I expect 

everyone to behave appropriately in class and show respect for one another.  Please come to class on time 

and retain private conversations for outside of class. The policy regarding the appropriate use of wireless 

technology adopted by the College of Arts and Sciences applies to this course.  In short, this policy states 

that electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, etc.) are set to their non-disruptive setting (silent or, preferably, 

off).  Laptops, tablets, phones, and other devices may be used for note-taking and approved class-related 

activities only.  Other uses – including web surfing, game playing, social networking, and checking email – 

reduce engagement and disrupt the class.  Disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior (such as texting) will 

be met, minimally, with a request to leave the class and being counted as absent day and may result in 

the loss of technology privileges. 

http://www2.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/handbook/StudentHandbook.pdf
http://www2.winthrop.edu/wcenter/handoutsandlinks/dontplag.htm
http://www.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/Judicial/judcode.htm
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Course Calendar  

(a.k.a., a rough approximation of what we will be doing this term) 

Day Date Lecture Topic Readings 

Tues 23-Aug Welcome; Science & History 1 

Thurs 25-Aug How the Brain Gives Rise to the Mind 1 

Tues 30-Aug How the Brain Gives Rise to the Mind 1 + TQ* 

Thurs 1-Sept Representation & Knowledge in LTM 4 

Tues 6-Sept Representation & Knowledge in LTM 4 + TQ* 

Thurs 8-Sept Encoding & Retrieval to LTM 5 

Tues 13-Sept Encoding & Retrieval to LTM 5 + TQ* 

Thurs 15-Sept Exam 1  

Tues 20-Sept Attention 3 

Thurs 22-Sept Attention 3 + TQ* 

Tues 27-Sept Working Memory 6 

Thurs 29-Sept Working Memory 6 + TQ* 

Tues 4-Oct Executive Processes 7 

Thurs 6-Oct Executive Processes 7 + TQ* 

Tues 11-Oct Exam 2  

Thurs 13-Oct Decision Making  9 

Tues 18-Oct Decision Making  9 + TQ* 

Thurs 20-Oct Problem Solving & Reasoning 10 

Fri 21-Oct Last day to withdraw or change S/U decision  

Tues 25-Oct Problem Solving & Reasoning 10 + TQ* 

Thurs 27-Oct Expertise Articles 

Tues 1-Nov Expertise Articles + TQ* 

Thurs 3-Nov Exam 3  

Tues 8-Nov Election Day – No class; go vote!  

Thurs 10-Nov Emotion & Cognition 8 

Tues 15-Nov Emotion & Cognition 8 + TQ* 

Thurs 17-Nov Language 12 

Tues 22-Nov Language 12 + TQ* 

Thurs 24-Nov Thanksgiving – NO CLASS  

Tues 29-Nov 
Reading  
Research Paper due at the start of class 

12 + Article 

Thurs 1-Dec Reading   12 + TQ* 

Fri 9-Dec Final Exam – 3:00 pm  

 

*Thought Questions on the article readings are due on Turnitin at 12 noon on the day we discuss the 

reading in class.  TQs and references for supplemental readings are available on Blackboard. 

 

This course calendar is my tentative plan for this semester and we can adjust it as needed.  Your input is always 

appreciated. 
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Instructions for the Research Paper 

 

This assignment will allow you to explore a topic presented in the course in much greater depth, thereby gaining 

a new perspective on a topic.  You may take one of three approaches to writing your paper: 

 

1. Applications of Theory/Model.  Expand the theoretical discussions presented in the textbook into everyday 

life by researching practical applications of those theories.  To write this type of paper, choose any theory 

presented in the textbook and find additional empirical articles that test that theory in real-world situations.  

For example, you might look for articles that test whether mnemonics that use both words and pictures 

result in better learning than words or pictures alone (dual-code theory).  Alternatively, you might examine 

formal decision theory (via the expected utility model) as it applies to student course selection decisions.  

Pick one theory (e.g., dual-code, formal decision, etc.) and one or more application areas (e.g., memory, 

course selection, etc.).  Your paper should include a brief description of the theory, being careful to explain 

the relevant parts for the application you discuss.  Dedicate the majority of your paper to discussing at least 

3 or 4 empirical articles that test that theory within the area you chose.  Explain what those researchers did, 

what they found, and what it means for the theory (i.e., was the theory supported? Why or why not?).   You 

should evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the theory based on the applications you reviewed.  

 

2. Alternative Theories/Models.  Smith and Kosslyn do not present all competing theories for a given area, 

nor do they always present all sides of an issue very deeply.  For this type of paper you will explore 

alternative theoretical perspectives in greater detail.  Choose one theory/model presented in class and/or in 

the textbook and find alternative theoretical positions or explore a theoretical debate in greater detail.  For 

example, you might research current evidence regarding whether working memory functions in the brain are 

organized based on content or based on process.  Alternatively, you might examine whether human 

decision-making is better explained by prospect theory or classical rational actor models.  Your paper 

should present both theories/models and at least 2-3 empirical articles that support each.  You should 

conclude with an overall evaluation of the theories/models, picking the one that seems most likely based on 

the evidence you reviewed.  You might also include a proposal for an experiment that would allow 

researchers to determine which theory is correct (this step is optional). 

 

3. Connecting Theories/Models.  To facilitate instruction, this course was broken down into discrete units – 

i.e., working memory, decision-making, knowledge representation, etc.  While this makes it easier to isolate 

central ideas and explore closely related concepts, it hides the complex interactions amongst the different 

areas.  For this type of paper, choose two theories/models in different topic areas presented in class and/or in 

the assigned readings and research connections between those areas.  For example, you might look for 

articles that explore the connections between Cohen’s model of working memory and prospect theory 

(decision-making).  Alternatively, you might examine the overlap of emotion and language.  You should 

review at least 3-4 empirical articles that allow you connect the areas in meaningful ways.  These articles 

may report the results of experiments that test these connections or they might be studies that allow you to 

speculate about the connection between the two areas.   

 

Paper requirements.  All students will be held to the following minimum requirements: 

 Your paper must have a central thesis or point that you are trying to make.  That point is the organizing 

thesis for your paper and must be supported through the theoretical and empirical articles you use in 

your paper.   

 Your paper must examine one or more theories or models presented in this course.  This means that you 

will need to track down both new and seminal references that establish and explain the theory so that 

you can then explain it in your paper.  Simply examining connections between content areas is not 

enough. 
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 Your paper must include 3-4 empirical articles.  For each article, explain what the researchers did, what 

they found, and how the results support your thesis.    

 Keep direct quotations to an absolute minimum.  Ideally, your paper will not have any direct quotations 

at all.  This doesn’t mean that you should make things up, substitute your opinions for facts, or fail to 

cite your sources.   Instead, your paper should reflect your understanding and interpretation of the 

available information (not those of other people) as it applies to your thesis.   

 Use APA format for font (12 pt. Times New Roman font), formatting (double spaced, 1 in. margins, 

headers), cover page with running head, and references (both in-text citations and your reference 

section).  This is not an empirical manuscript, so you will not have a methods, results, or discussion 

sections, nor will you need an abstract. More help is available from Purdue’s OWL web site.  

 

Undergraduate students.  Your paper must include a minimum of 10 scientific references at least 5 of 

which must be empirical articles.  Half of your sources must be published in 2005 or later.  Your paper 

should be 7-10 pages (not including cover page and references). 

 

Graduate students.  Your paper must include at least 20 scientific references, at least 10 of which must be 

empirical articles.  Half of your sources must be published in 2005 or later.  Your paper should be 15-20 

pages (not including cover page and references). 

 

Grades.  Papers will be graded according to the following criteria: 

Thesis, clearly stated  5 points 

Description of theory(ies)  20 points 

Incorporation of references to support your thesis  50 points 

     (at least half of your references must be empirical articles) 

Grammar & readability  15 points 

APA format  10 points   

Total  100 points 

 

BONUS: Proof of taking your paper to the writing center +10 points 

 

BONUS: Writing is a skill that benefits from extensive practice and feedback.  I have yet to meet someone who 

could not benefit from additional writing practice and help.  The Winthrop University Writing Center is an 

excellent resource that can help you improve the clarity and power of your writing.  The Writing Center is 

located in 242 Bancroft and offers 30 and 60 minute sessions (they accept walk-ins, but call 323-2138 or click 

here to make an appointment).  To get the most out of your session at the Writing Center, have a draft of your 

paper ready along with a specific question or issue you want to address.  They are especially helpful for issues 

related to developing a thesis, improving flow, and using references to improve support for your thesis. They 

are not a reliable source for help with APA formatting (you cannot earn extra credit for getting help with APA 

format). 

 

Due date.  Turn in the final draft of your paper on Blackboard (to Turnitin) no later than 3:30 pm on 

Wednesday, April 20.  You do not need to submit a paper copy of your paper.  I would be happy to help you 

with a rough draft as long as you email it to me by April 13.   

 

Late papers.  Late final papers will lose one full letter grade per calendar day (or fraction thereof) they are late.  

Papers more than 2 days late will not be accepted except as noted in the Make-up Policy.   

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.winthrop.edu/wcenter/
http://www.winthrop.edu/wcenter/

